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Family member

“Henry Huggins by Beverly Cleary, because 
it talks about a boy who likes animals.”

Kendra Hall

Family member

“Outlander by Diana Gabaldon. A 
friend recommended it to me.” 

What is at the top of your 
summer reading list?

Speak Out

Sgt. Colin Stallings 
Co. A, 2nd Bn., 503rd Infantry (Airborne)

“Starship Troopers by Robert Heinlein. It’s an 
awesome alien like book.”
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FERS-FRAE retirement changes
By Defense Civilian Payroll  
    System Support Office

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 
2013, Section 401, requires im-

plementation of new retirement 
plans for new employees hired on 
or after Jan. 1 of this year. 

The new plans, with retirement 
codes KF, LF, MF, NF, OF, DF and 
PF, and collectively known as 
Further Revised Annuity Em-
ployee (FRAE), increased required 
employee retirement contribu-
tion rates by 1.3 percent of gross 
basic pay. This means that as of 
Jan. 1, 2014, new employees will 
make the additional retirement 
contributions at a rate that 1.3 
percent of salary above that set 
for FERS Revised Annuity Employ-
ees (RAE). 

Due to the complexities in 
modifying the payroll system to 
accommodate this change in em-
ployee contribution, the Defense 
Civilian Pay System (DCPS) will 
not be able to account for this 
increase deduction from affected 
employees until the pay period 

ending Aug. 9, with the pay date 
Aug. 21. Once the system changes 
have been made, retroactive 
adjustments will be effected to 
the date of the employee’s ap-
pointment, resulting in an under-
payment, effectively a debt, in 
retirement contributions.

Impacted employees will be 
notified by DFAS-Indianapolis 
about the FERS-FRAE retirement 
payments and debt which will 
explain the issue, identify how 
retroactive retirement employee 
contributions were computed, 
and provide standard due pro-
cess letters along with a descrip-
tion of employee options for 
repayment. 

Employees who receive pay 
information electronically via 
myPay, information will be sent to 
the related email address. For em-
ployees without email addresses, 
hard copy notification will be sent 
to the related Official Personnel 
File address. If an employee has 
elected to receive pay informa-
tion via hardcopy mail, it will be 
mailed to the employee. 
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By CFPB Consumer Financial  
     Protection Bureau
Office of Servicemember Affairs

The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB) took enforcement 

action July 10 against ACE Cash Ex-
press, one of the largest payday lend-
ers in the United States, for pushing 
payday borrowers into a cycle of debt. 
The CFPB found that ACE used illegal 
debt collection tactics, including ha-
rassment and false threats of lawsuits 
or criminal prosecution, to pressure 
overdue borrowers into taking out ad-
ditional loans they could not afford. 

As a result of CFPB’s action, ACE will 
provide $5 million in refunds and pay 
a $5 million penalty for its violations. 

“ACE used false threats, intimidation 
and harassing calls to bully payday 
borrowers into a cycle of debt,” said 
CFPB director Richard Cordray. “This 
culture of coercion drained millions of 
dollars from cash-strapped consum-
ers who had few options to fight back. 
The CFPB was created to stand up for 
consumers and today we are taking 
action to put an end to this illegal, 
predatory behavior.” 

Payday loans, often described by 
the firms that make them as a way 
for consumers to bridge a cash-flow 
shortage between paychecks or other 
expected income, are usually expen-
sive, small-dollar loans that must be 
repaid in full in a short period of time. 

CFPB takes complaints about payday 
loans from all Americans, including 
service members and their families. 
To submit a complaint, consumers can 
go to consumerfinance.gov/complaint 
or call the stateside toll-free phone 
number 1-855-411-2372 (this is a toll 
call from Italy) or TTY/TDD phone 
number at 1-855-729-2372 (also a toll 
call). Consumers may also reach the 
bureau vial traditional mail at Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, 
P.O. Box 4503, Iowa City, Iowa 52244.

To view a March 2014 CFPB study 
outlining the predatory practices of 
some lenders, click on the link above.

CFPB update

By Marquise Silas and Lorenzo Cordero
Special to the Outlook

A total of 14 Vicenza Military Community teenagers boarded a city bus just 
outside Caserma Ederle and headed downtown to explore Vicenza as 

part of the Teenvenuti orientation program July 15.
For newly arrived students, who will enter Vicenza Middle and High School 

at the end of the summer, the Teenvenuti program offers an enjoyable way 
to meet new people, explore the city’s historic center and become a bit more 
comfortable with Italy, said Norie McCall, USAG Vicenza schools liaison offi-
cer, who has helped organize the popular program for the past several years.

The day out on the town started out with teaching the newcomers how to 
negotiate the city bus system, buy train tickets and find the right track at the 
Vicenza main train station. It continued with a walking tour through sections 
of Vicenza’s scenic historic center and included quick visits to the Teatro Olim-
pico and the Palladio Museum.

As lunch time rolled around, the newcomers, their student guides and adult 
supervisors stopped into a popular trattoria for pizza. A stop at a nearby ice 
cream, or gelato, shop was next, and the explorers took their time enjoying 
the wide range of flavors available.

After more sightseeing and discussion the group returned to ACS on Caser-
ma Ederle, where they broke into middle school and high school groups for a 
quick visit to the schools they will attend in August. 

Most students enjoyed themselves quite a lot and headed home on a posi-
tive note. 

“I would recommend this to future students,” said incoming VHS junior 
Gaby Baus. “It is a helpful and delightful program.” 

“I think that this is a good experience because it’s good for students to 
come and meet people like themselves, since it’s tough to make new friends 
and have to start from square one all over again,” said McCall.

Other tours will take place July 29 and Aug. 12. Call 634-5998 to sign up.

Teenvenuti: Welcome to Italy 

Photo by Marquise Silas

Incoming Vicenza Military Community teens tour the historic center of Vicenza 
during a Teenvenuti orientation tour July 15.
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Cleaning up in Monteviale
Soldiers of Company A, 457th Civil Affairs Battalion, pitch in to clear vegetation at the Donestra Callecurta area in nearby Monteviale 
July 12. The Longare based Soldiers worked with members of the Monteviale Alipini Service Organization to clear the two and a half 
acre plot of land, which will be made into a park for town residents. After a morning full of ‘yard work’ the Soldiers shared lunch with 
their Alpini hosts and received a sincere thank you from Mayor Giuseppe Danieli.

Photos by Matteo Castagna
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By Tom Hlavacek
Special to the Outlook

For the first time ever, U.S. Army Gar-
rison Vicenza hosted local Italian 

boxers in the Bring on the Heat Box-
ing invitational at Caserma Del Din 
July 12. 

“This event was in coordination 
with Ricky Jackson from the Fitness 
Center and Command Sgt. Maj. Mark 
Council,” said Scott Gordon, director 
of Sports, Fitness and Aquatics. The 
partnership with Queensberry Boxing 
Gym to make the event happen took 
three months of planning, he said.

For the red U.S. team, Soldiers from 
Kaiserslautern joined VMC fighters, 
along with an Airman from Aviano. 
Seven bouts consisting of three 
rounds of three minutes each kicked 

off in weight classes ranging from 69-
91 kilos. 

Vicenza’s Leticia Valle gave the U.S. 
team its first win against Irene Neri of 
Monfalcone in the 112-lb. category. 
Her stunning win was the highlight of 
the evening, said coach Kelvin Reid. 
Valle rocked her Italian opponent 
at the end of the third round with a 
straight right to the head causing a 
standing eight count by the referee. 

Learned self-defense early 
“I was able to time and anticipate her 

punches when I landed that straight 
right,” said Valle, who started boxing 
while in college in Atlanta. “It was a 
great way to stay in shape and learn 
defense. I grew up in Brooklyn and 
there was always a fight so I learned 
self-defense early.”

Leila Gil, also of Vicenza, triumphed 

over Arziko Bregu, also of Monfalcone.
Among the men, in the 165-lb. 

weight class, Sentiljano Kacokaj of 
Torino won by decision over Stephen 
Pickens of Vicenza and Marcello Muc-
cio won by decision over Christopher 
Bookwater.

In the 178-lb. bracket, Juri Mosele of 
the Queensberry Club won a deci-
sion against Marcus Green of Vicenza; 
Simone Cajelli of Milan retired Mark 
Spiering of Vicenza; and Jon Lungu, 
also boxing for Queensberry, won a 
decision over Vicenza’s Brent Wright.

In the heavyweight class of 201 lbs. 
and up, mainstay of the Vicenza box-
ing program, William Ransom, won by 
decision over Alberto Bava of Torino. 
Yerco Diego Chavez of Torino won 
against Darwin Mills of Vicenza and 
Juri Brodesku of Milan defeated Byron 
Prohovich of Vicenza. In the final bout 
of the evening Vicenza’s Demotto 
Youngblood battled Platon Cosmin of 
Montecalvo to a draw.

Intermission featured non-judged 
exhibition bouts between four U.S. 
and four Italian youth boxers. The 
American youngsters were all mem-
bers of the EDGE! Youth boxing team 
coached by Samuel Griffin and a 
team of military and civilian assistant 
coaches.

In the end, Vicenza scored highest 
with 42 points, Milan came in second 
with 15 points and the Queensberry 
Boxing Club of Vicenza shared third 
place honors in a tie with the team 
from Parma. 

Nonnrogo Nonkane of Parma was 
honored as the best Italian boxer of 
the night and Valle as the best military 
boxer. The Parma Boxing Team won 
the best sportsmanship award. 

 “I think we had a great turnout for 
our first event, both Americans and 
Italians. We received a lot of positive 
feedback from the local community 
and we are hoping to do this as an an-
nual event,” Gordon said.

The future looks good for boxing in 
Vicenza, according to coach Reid.
“We all need to work on our cardio. 

I saw a lot of heart in our boxers,” 
he said. 

VMC boxers hold their own in Vicenza bouts

Vicenza’s Leticia Valle is the highlight boxer of Bring on the Heat July 12 at Del Din.
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Top: Vicenza’s Stephen Pickens defends himself during his 165-lb. 
bout against Sentiljano Kacokaj of Torino. Kacokaj won the match 
by decision. Left: Kaiserslautern’s Romeo Ingreso gets advice 
from coach Lee Bowers during his 145-lb. bout. Above: Italian 
and American junior boxers were on hand for a series of non-
judged rounds during intermission at the Bring on the Heat Boxing 
Invitational at Del Din July 12. 

Photos by Julie M. Lucas
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Story and photos by 
Sgt. 1st Class Adam Stone

U.S. Army Europe PAO

KONOTOP, Poland - Land Rover 
enthusiasts enjoyed a surprise treat 
when two High Mobility Multipur-
pose Wheeled Vehicles (Humvees) 
driven by 173rd Airborne Brigade Sky 
Soldiers rolled into the fifth annual 
Land Rover Only rally July 11.

The annual gathering brought 
together more than 200 cars and 400 
fans to a campground adjacent to 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade’s bar-
racks and provided a spontaneous 
opportunity for the paratroopers to 
meet with ordinary Polish citizens 
while in the country for training 
activities. 

Every available space under the 
trees and around the festival camp-
ground was packed with tents, 
tables and Land Rovers, and local 
children ran and played in the water 
and the sand.

The idea of approaching the Land 

Sky Soldiers drive Humvees to Land Rover rally

Polish Land Rover enthusiasts check out a Humvee belonging to Company D, 2nd 
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade, at the fifth annual Land 
Rover Only gathering near Konotop, Poland, July 11. Below: Polish and American players 
pose for a photo after a round of human foosball at the rally. The Polish team won 10-4.
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Rover Only group to see if they 
would be interested in paratroop-
ers from Company D, 2nd Battalion, 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, bringing over two 
Humvees originated with 1st Sgt. 
Timothy Jensen.

“It was obvious to me. You have 
Land Rovers and Humvees, both of 
which are four-wheel drive . . . and 
who doesn’t love four-wheel drive 
vehicles?” said Jensen.

“When I got over here they were 
climbing on the vehicles and trying 
on the American gear, like our hel-
mets. They were eating it up. They 
really seem to like us,” said Pvt. Ricky 
Colwell.

A friendly mix of everything 
The annual rally is a chance for Land 

Rover enthusiasts get together for a 
weekend of camping and races in the 
Polish countryside, said event orga-
nizer Tomasz Tomaszewski. 

“It’s a family-friendly event that has a 
mix of everything. For those that want 
to go race, they can do that. For those 
that want to sit around and enjoy the 
company, they can do that too,” he 
said.

Toward the end of the evening, the 
camp gathered around to watch a U.S. 
versus Poland human foosball compe-
tition. The game is played in a 5-on-5 
format in which four players grab the 
bar and face four players from the 
other team, alternating two at a time, 
with a goalie minding the net. The 
10-minute rounds seemed longer 
than that to the paratroopers, who 
lost by a score of 10-4.

“The game was hard. Since we had 
to hold on to the bar, if one guy went 
one way you had to go with him. It 
took us a few tries to start playing 
behind us too,” said Pfc. Skylar McMa-
hon.

Afterwards everyone gathered for 
group photos and some sincere slaps 
on the back.

Approximately 600 paratroopers 
from the brigade are presently in 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, 
as part of Operation Atlantic Resolve 
to demonstrate commitment to NATO 
obligations and sustain interoperabil-
ity with allied forces. 
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Photo by Spc. Hector Membreno

NATO training scenarios keep rolling
Polish army Lt. Col. Ryszard Burczy (from left), 18th Polish Airborne Battalion commander; Canadian army Maj. Edward Jun and  
Warrant Officer Mike Martens, 3rd Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment commander and company sergeant major respectively; Capt. 
Matthew McCarthy, commander, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade; and 1st Lt. Derek Briggs, a 2nd 
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment platoon leader, are briefed during a planning meeting at Ziemsko Airfield, Poland, July 14. Some 
600 paratroopers from 173rd Airborne Brigade are in Poland and several Baltic nations to support Operation Atlantic Resolve to 
demonstrate commitment to NATO obligations and sustain interoperability with allied forces.
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publication. Click link below. 

To the Editor
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Highpoint of 
summer in Livorno

Effetto 
Venezia
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What is at the top of your 
summer reading list?

Speak Out

Maj. Rick Banks
U.S. Africa Command 

“Left of Bang and interviews of Col. Hans Rudel, 
Maj. Gen. von Mellenthin and Hermann Balck.”

Maresciallo Michele Prestipino
Carabinieri  

“Any Wilbur Smith book.”

Serena Montosi
DMC Passport and Badge 

“Giorgio Faletti’s Io sono Dio.”

Story and photo by Chiara Mattirolo
Darby Military Community PAO

Effetto Venezia, which literally means the “Venice effect,” is the high-
light event of summer among the many taking place in Livorno.

The extravaganza takes its name from the city district where it takes 
place, La Venezia, which will be the site of the show this year from July 
25 to Aug. 3 from 9 p.m. to late each night.

La Venezia lies in the historical center of Livorno, and is crisscrossed 
by myriad small waterways called fossi, which were built by the 
Medici family to facilitate the transport of goods into the city. The 
architecture of the district is reminiscent of the city of Venice and is 
the oldest section of Livorno, being the only area to have survived 
the Allied bombings of World War II.

Today, Effetto Venezia is a summer evening festival with something 
for everyone, a combination of music, art, theater, poetry, cabaret and 
crafts. There are performances and entertainment with something 
to appeal to all ages and tastes, ranging from theatrical and musi-
cal performances, street art and exhibitions and cultural initiatives. 
The many special events, too numerous to name, take place both in 
the streets and the squares of La Venezia itself and in the nearby Old 
Fortress.

Bars and restaurants set up outdoor stalls and tables to serve food 
and beverages, allowing visitors and residents alike to better enjoy 
the beautiful scenery of La Venezia, which festively lighted every 
night.

The Effetto Venzia attracts large crowds. Beginning in the early eve-
ning and continuing into the night, the area is thronged with specta-
tors taking in the spectacle, browsing the crafts stalls, stopping to 
watch an itinerant street skit and enjoying the cooler evening air from 
a comfortable perch at one of the many outdoor restaurant tables.

Traditional culinary specialties abound
All the area’s little restaurants will feature the traditional food of the 

town of Livorno, which is traditionally the typical food of the poor 
people.  

The most popular is the cacciucco, a mix of sea food prepared histor-
ically from leftovers of the fishermen’s daily catch cooked in tomato 
sauce and laid on a slice of roasted bread rubbed with garlic.

Also typical is the ponce, a very short coffee mixed with a type of 
rum and a slice of lemon. It is always served in a small glass and must 
be really hot.

During Effetto Venezia, visitors can enjoy a boat tour of the fossi built 
by order of the Medici, which enables a remarkable nighttime view of 
old Livorno, passing under the several bridges from the 17th century 
that dot the area. Actors dressed in traditional costumes will accom-
pany the tourists on their journey, singing songs from boats of their 
own along the canals.

Boat tour reservations can be made at the Tourist Information Office 
in Livorno or by calling 348-738-2094 or 333-157-3372.
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Sagra del Redentore e Parata Storica 
Our Savior Festival and Historical Parade

July 18-22 in Ponte di Barbarano, Viale Crispi 2, about 
13 miles south of Vicenza. This sagra dates back to the 
end of the 12th century, when it was first celebrated in 
the park of Villa Pedrina-Rigon. Organized by the villa’s 
hereditary owners, the Sangiantofetti family, it was con-
ceived as an addition to the Redentore parade in Venice 
(see below). The sagra features carnival rides, a paint-
ing exhibit and a charity raffle. Food booths featuring 
bigoli, gnocchi, grilled meat, sausage and bacon, fried 
fish and the local dessert specialty known as Il pane del 
Doge, or Doge’s bread, open daily at 7 p.m.; live music 
and dancing starts at 9 p.m. 

Festa del Redentore
Our Savior Festival

July 19-20 in Venice, San Marco Square. This is one 
of the best known and most interesting events that 
take place in Venice as it combines a deeply religious 
historical theme with a spectacular celebration that 
attracts thousands of visitors every year. The Festa cel-
ebrates the city’s redemption (hence the name) from 

a terrible plague in 1576. In a desperate attempt to 
ward off the worst, the Venetian Senate decreed that 
if the city were to be saved a temple would be built in 
honor of Christ the Savior, and when the city survived 
its ordeal the Redentore Church was built. Since then a 
pilgrimage has been held every year to commemorate 
the saving of the city. On July 19 hundreds of decorat-
ed boats will gather in the Giudecca Canal and in front 
of St. Mark’s square. Fireworks in St. Mark’s Bay start at 
11:30 p.m.

Venigallia - Festival Celtico 
Celtic Festival

July 24-27 in Cesuna, about 34 miles north of Vicenza. 
Organized by the local Celtic association, the festival 
features a sixth century historical re-enactment with 
the goal of raising awareness about the region’s Celtic 
heritage. Visit a Celtic village with typical huts, live-
stock, crops and traditional trades such as weaving, 
leather, wood, iron and gold processing; historical re-
enactments of battles between Celtic tribes and Roman 
legions; children’s Celtic village with traditional games 
and activities; Celtic crafts exhibit and sale; food booths 
feature Celtic specialties; live Celtic music at 8:30 p.m.

Listings by Anna Terracino

Veneto

Festa del Redentore in Venice 



Anguriara
Watermelon Festival

July 18-19 and July 23-26 in Giavenale (Schio), Via 
Giavenale di Sopra, about 16 miles northwest of 
Vicenza. Food booths and entertainment; live music 
starts at 9:30 p.m. 

World Music Live in Campo Marzo
Through Sept. 5, free concerts featuring international 
bands in Campo Marzo, directly across from the main 
Vicenza train station. Performances start at 9 p.m.
July 18: Fullset - New Irish Celtic music
July 26: Habaka Key Foster Jackson - jazz, blues, soul 
and gospel
Aug. 1: Söndörgő - Balkan music
Aug. 5: Joe Driscoll and Sekou Kouyate - rock, reggae, 
rap and afro beat
Aug. 23: Les Manouches Bohemiens trio - jazz
Aug. 29: Dave Nicolli Band + Smako Acustico - pop-rock
Sept. 5: Celtic and Bardic Harps - traditional Gaelic

FerRock Festival
Through July 20, in Vicenza, Parco Retrone, Via Malvezzi
July 18: 7 p.m., John See a Day (funk’n’roll); 9 p.m., Abu-
sivi (abusive punk); 10 p.m., Moravagine and Peter Punk
July 19: 7 p.m., Bad Black Sheep (alt rock); 8:30 p.m., 
Oltrevenere (2013 Vicenza Rock Contest winner); 9:30 
p.m., Polar for the Masses (rock); 10:45 p.m., The Zen 
Circus (folk punk rockers)
July 20: 5 p.m., Box & Rock (rock music plus Olympic 
boxing); 7 p.m., Hilimon (pop rock); 8:10 p.m., Quarto 
Vuoto (progressive Italian rock); 9:30 p.m., Ping Fire 
(Pink Floyd tribute).

Fiera di S. Maria Maddalena
St. Mary Magdalene Festival 

July 18-22 in Castelgomberto, about 11 miles north-
west of Vicenza. Food booths featuring tripe and local 
specialties open at 7:30 p.m.; live music and dancing 
start at 9 p.m.; fireworks July 22 at 11:30 p.m.
July 18-22, in Laverda, Lusiana, about 21 miles north 
of Vicenza. Food booths featuring fish and sausage spe-
cialties open at 7 p.m.; live music at 9 p.m.

Sagra di San Giacomo
Saint James Festival

July 25, 8 p.m., in Lusiana, Piazza IV Novembre, about 21 
miles north of Vicenza. Food booths, bingo, live music 
and fireworks.

Festa del Baccalà
Cod Fish Festival

July 26, from 7 p.m., in Camporovere (Roana), about 
39 miles north of Vicenza. Food booths feature the 
renowned Vicentine style cod dish, baccalà; live music 
and dancing. 

Sagra di S. Anna
St. Ann Festival

July 18-20 and July 23-28, in Mussolente, Località Ca-
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For latest news and updates, go to 
www.usag.vicenza.army.mil

soni, about 27 miles northeast of Vicenza. Food booths, 
live music and dancing every night.

Festa della Birra
Beer Festival

July 18-20, 7 p.m. to midnight, in Tonezza del Cimone, 
Via del Partigiano E. Canale. Food, beer and live music.

Festa della Trebbiatura
Wheat Threshing Festival

Through July 20 in Sandrigo, Contrà Tugurio, about 9 
miles north of Vicenza. Food booths open at 7 p.m.; 
games, dances and water games; vintage farm vehicle 
exhibit; live music every night at 9 p.m.

L’illusione della realtà – Paolo Veronese
Paolo Veronese – The Illusion of Reality

Through Oct. 5, in Verona, Palazzo della Gran Guardia, 
Piazza Bra, about 36 miles west of Vicenza. Paolo Caliari, 
called the Veronese, returns to his native Verona with 
an exhibit that features 100 paintings and drawings 
from prestigious Italian and international museums. 
The exhibit is open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.; entry is €12; €9 for students and for seniors 
over 65, €6 for children 7-17; free for children under 7 
and disabled. 

Continued on next page 

Veronese in Verona
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Sculture di sabbia
Sand Sculpture Festival

Through July 25, 5-11 p.m., in Jesolo, Piazza Torino, 
Piazza Brescia, and Piazza Nember, about 64 miles east 
of Vicenza. Eleven internationally recognized sand 
sculptors will compete to create amazing sculptures 
with fine golden sand. The festival is free and, for the 
first time ever, visitors can view pieces as they are cre-
ated. Finished works will be on display until the end of 
August and visitors can vote for the best sculpture and 
enter a raffle to win a vacation in Jesolo.

Hoga Zait
Cimbrian Festival

July 19-20, in Roana, Camporovere and Cesuna, about 
40 miles north of Vicenza. Hoga Zait is the Cimbrian 
language equivalent of “time to celebrate.” The inhabit-
ants of many mountain towns of the province claim to 
be descendents of the ancient Cimbrians, a people of 
Scandinavian origin. The language is no longer spoken, 
but is still reflected in the nicknames of many local fam-
ilies and old traditions together with ancient legends of 
gnomes, fairies and woodland creatures. Local partici-
pants will wear their traditional Cimbrian costumes.
July 19: in Cesuna, 2 p.m., stone engraving workshops 
for children; 5:30 p.m., demonstration of traditional 
cheese making; 9 p.m. magic show
July 20: in Roana, antique trades exhibit and demon-
stration; 9 p.m., at the Palatenda, folk music and dances.

Socorock
July 18-20, in Grisignano di Zocco, Parco Tesinella Sud, 
Via Pioppi, about 13 miles southeast of Vicenza. Food 

booths open at 7 p.m.; live music starts at 9 p.m.; free.
July 18 - Diplomatics (punk’n’roll); Slick Steve and the 
Gangsters (swing, rock’n’roll); Phyl Reylonds (one-man 
folk-blues band)
July 19 - Tempesta (fast and furious rock’n’roll); Linea 
77 (crossover); Lil Alice (one-woman blues- rock’n’roll 
band)
July 20 - Golden Jubilee (symphonic metal); Riff Raff 
(Italian AC/DC tribute band); Elli de Mon (one-woman 
folk-rock’n’roll band)

Pane e Musica
Bread and Music

Free concerts and sampling of local specialties and 
wines at 9 p.m.
July 18: Twin Time Two, Piovene Rocchette, Piazza 
Papiria, about 21 miles north of Vicenza; in case of rain, 
the concert will be held in Piazzale della Vittoria.

Open Nights - Music and Drinks
Live music In Vicenza, July 11 to Aug. 9 at 9 p.m.; €5, 
including one drink, free for children under 14.
July 18 - From Bach to Morricone, Mozart to the Bea-
tles, Leoni Montanari Palace courtyard
July 19 - Great Italian music, Olympic Theater garden
July 25 - Harp and Marimba Duo, Leoni Montanari 
Palace courtyard
July 26 - Rock under the stars, Olympic Theater garden
Aug. 1 - Mozart, Rossini and Hungarian dances, Leoni 
Montanari Palace courtyard
Aug. 2 - Open Guitar Night, Olympic Theater garden
Aug. 8 - Songs by Annie Lennox, John Cage and Mor-
ton Feldman, Leoni Montanari Palace courtyard
Aug. 9 - The Beatles in Jazz, Olympic Theater garden

Continued on next page 

Hoga Zait in the Altopiano

Cassandra Wilson sings in Venice July 27
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7th Venezia Jazz Festival
Through July 27, at various venues in Venice. Get tick-
ets online at http://www.venetojazz.com/en/biglietti/ 
July 20, 7:30 p.m., Jatzt!Trio, Campo Bella Vienna, 
Rialto; 8 p.m., Burt Bacharach Ensemble, Gran Teatro 
La Fenice
July 21, 7:30 p.m., Venice Conservatory Big Band 
Campo Bella Vienna, Rialto 
July 22, 7:30 p.m., Venice Conservatory Ensemble 
Jazz, Campo Bella Vienna, Rialto
July 23, 7:30 p.m., Big Band Steffani, Campo Bella 
Vienna, Rialto; 9:30 p.m. Amy London Trio, Palazzo 
Contarini
July 24, 9:30 p.m., Juan Lorenzo - Paco de Lucia Trib-
ute, Teatrino Grassi
July 27, 8 p.m., Cassandra Wilson, Gran Teatro La 
Fenice

Summer Village 2014
Through Aug. 8, daily at 6 p.m., holidays and holiday 
eves at 3 p.m.; in Mestre, San Giuliano Park, about 41 
miles east of Vicenza. More than 1,000 shows; plus, Ital-
ian World Cup games on a giant screen; free. Related 
concerts (and entry):
July 23: Elito Revè and Maykel Fonts (€5)
July 25: Max Paiella (€10)
Aug. 8: Stefano Bollani (€20)

Free fitness classes in Vicenza
Through Sept. 7 in Parco Querini, Viale Rodolfi.
Mondays: boot camp (Marines style fitness classes), 6:30-
7:30 p.m.; tai chi, 7-8:30 p.m.; FiteMotion, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays: Fitness (body balance, yoga, Pilates and tai 
chi), 9:30-10:30 a.m.; zumba, 6:30-7:30 p.m.; power yoga 

and belly dancing, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Tai chi, 9-10:30 a.m. and, in July, also 
6:30-8 p.m.; zumba fitness, 6:30-7:30 p.m.; yoga, 7-8:15 
p.m.; global fit Pilates, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursdays: hatha yoga, 7-8:30 p.m.; capoeira classes in 
July and August; do-in (shiatsu), 7-8 p.m.
Fridays: body balance and sh’bam fitness, 7-8:30 p.m., 
zumba fitness 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Sundays: Tai chi, 9-10:30 a.m.; from June 15, self-de-
fense courses, 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Yoga lessons for children: Thursdays, 5-6:15 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays in July, hip-hop lessons for 
children 8-16, 6-7 p.m.

Andy Warhol - The World fascinates me
Through Sept. 7 in Jesolo, Carlo Pecorelli Expo Center, 
Piazza Drago, about 75 miles east of Vicenza. Open 
daily, 10 a.m. to noon and 6 p.m. to midnight, the ex-
hibit explores the life and work of the inventor of pop 
art through 30 works from major international collec-
tions. Entry is €5.

Area antique markets this weekend
Verona: July 19, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., in Piazza S. Zeno, 
about 38 miles west of Vicenza 
Asiago: July 20, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Via Trento e Via J. 
Scaiaro, about 34 north of Vicenza 
Montagnana: July 20, 8 a.m. to sunset, in Piazza Mag-
giore 150, about 27 miles south of Vicenza 
Padova: July 20, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Prato della Valle, about 
24 miles southeast of Vicenza 
Soave: July 20, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., in Piazza Antonio Mar-
ogna and Corso Vittorio Emanuele, about 23 miles west 
of Vicenza.

Continued on next page 



La Festa Medievale 
Medieval Festival

July 18-20 and July 25-27, in Monteriggioni (Siena). The 
castle of Monteriggioni has remained largely intact over 
the centuries and provides an ideal historic setting for 
performers in costume, torch-bearers, sword swallow-
ers, snake charmers, fire dancers and wandering poets 
to recreate the ambiance of the Middle Ages. This year 
there will be a children’s medieval space with games 
and surprises; exhibit and sale of medieval inspired 
crafts such as leather masks, pottery, wooden toys for 
children and reproductions of antique weaponry and 
heraldry. To put visitors in the mood, purchases can be 
made only using a coin called the Grosso, the ancient 
currency of the Republic of Siena, available in 1-, 2-, and 
5-grossi denominations: exchange your money at the 
two banks located on the main square. Food booths 
will feature local traditional dishes and medieval spe-
cialties. Entry: July 18 and July 25, €8, reduced €6; July 
19 and July 26, €12, reduced €10; July 20 and July 27, 
€10, reduced €8; reduced tickets for children 11-16 and 
seniors over 65; free entry for children under 11.

Mercantia 
27th International Street Theater Festival

July 18, 8 p.m. to 1 p.m., July 19-20, 6 p.m. to 1 p.m., in 
Certaldo (Florence). This is one of the best street the-
ater festivals in Europe, featuring acrobats, puppeteers, 

ventriloquists, magicians, illusionists, fire-eaters, danc-
ers, street actors and bands. Tickets: June 18 and June 
20, €15, reduced €10; July 19, €20, reduced €15.

Sagra degli Strozzapreti
Strozzapreti Festival

Through July 20 in Sticciano Scalo (Grosseto), Via Vec-
chia. Strozzapreti (literally, priest chokers) are a local 
hand-rolled pasta. There are several legends to explain 
this name: one is that priests were so enthralled by the 
delicious pasta that they ate it too quickly and choked 
to death. Another one goes that wives would customar-
ily make the pasta for churchmen as partial payment 
for land rentals, and their husbands would be so an-
gered by venal priests eating their wives’ food that they 
wished the priests would choke as they stuffed their 
mouths with it. Live music and dancing nightly at 9 p.m.

Sagra della Zuppa
Soup Festival

Through July 27 in Aquilea (Lucca). Food booths fea-
turing local soup specialities, homemade gnocchi and 
grilled meat open at 7 p.m.; live music and ballroom 
dancing; games and entertainment for children.

Sagra del Cinghiale
Wild boar Fair

July 18-20 and July 24-27 in Rispescia (Grosseto). Food 
booths open at 7:30 p.m. featuring area products and 
crafts; bingo and entertainment with live music and 
dancing starting at 9 p.m.

Tuscany

Festa Medievale in Monteriggioni
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Concerts

Jethro Tull - July 19 in Brescia
Stevie Wonder - July 20 in Lucca
Burt Bacharach - July 20 in Venice
Neil Young and Crazy Horse - July 21 in Barolo (Cuneo)
Backstreet Boys - July 23 in Lucca
Steve Hackett - July 26 in Villafranca (Verona)
Simple Minds - July 28 in Ferrara
Steve Earle - July 30 in Sestri Levante (Genova)
Jonathan Wilson - July 31 in Sestri Levante (Genova), Aug. 1 
in Florence
Shappy - Aug. 28 in Mestre
Horace Andy and Sud Sound System - Aug. 29 in Mestre
Gloria Gaynor - Sept. 9 in Milan
Pharrell Williams - Sept. 20 in Assago (Milan)
Passenger - Oct. 10 in Milan
Anastacia - Oct. 27 in Milan, Oct. 30 in Rome and Nov. 1 in 
Padova
Lady Gaga - Nov. 4 in Assago (Milan)
Michael Bublé - Nov. 8 in Casalecchio di Reno (Bologna)
Elton John and Band - Dec. 4 in Assago (Milan) 
Glenn Miller Orchestra - Dec. 13 in Padova
Tickets at Media World, Palladio Shopping Center or online.

Formula 1 Gran Prix: Sept. 5-7 in Monza
MotoGP-Italian Grand Prix: Sept. 12-14 at Mugello 
Circuit in Scarperia (Florence)
Volleyball Women’s World Championship: Oct. 8-12 
in Assago (Milan)
Masters of Dirt-Freestyle Motocross Show: Oct. 22 in 
Assago (Milan), Oct. 26-26 in Pesaro
Supercross and Freestyle Motocross: Nov. 1 in 
Genova
WWE Live: Nov. 14 in Assago (Milan); Nov. 15 in Bolzano

Sporting events

Sagra della Ranacchiocciola
Frog and Snail Festival

Through July 27 in Mazzarosa (Lucca), Campo Sterpeti. 
Food booths feature frog and snail dishes and other 
specialties; live music and dancing every night at 9 p.m. 

Sagra dei Maccheroni
Maccheroni Festival

July 18-20 and July 24-27 in San Romano, Sillicagnana 
(Lucca), Via San Martino 2. Food booths feature local 
food and wines; music and dancing every night; July 24, 
special entertainment and free maccheroni for children.

Sagra dell’Oliva Dolce
Sweet Olive Festival

July 18-20, July 25-27 and Aug. 1-3 in Capannori (Lucca). 
Food booths feature specialties prepared with the local 
sweet olives; olives and oil of olive exhibit and sale.

Sagra del Fungo Porcino con Polenta
Porcini Mushroom with Polenta Festival

July 20-21, July 27-28 and Aug. 3-4, in Massa Macinaia 
(Capannori-Lucca). Food booths feature local porcini 
mushroom with polenta, local specialities and the best 
local wines; live music and dancing nightly.

Lucca Summer Festival
Through July 26 in Lucca, Piazza Napoleone, 9:30-11:30 
p.m. Highlights include: July 20, Stevie Wonder; July 
24, Backstreet Boys. Get the schedule and tickets on-
line at http://www.summer-festival.com/site/tickets

Antique markets this weekend
Certaldo (Florence): July 20, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Piazza 
Boccaccio and Via 2 Giugno 
Lucca: July 19-20, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m, Piazza Antelminelli, 
Piazza S. Giovanni, Piazza San Giusto, Via San Giovanni
Marina di Grosseto (Grosseto): July 20, 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Via XXIV Maggio 
Quarrata (Pistoia): July 20, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Piazza 
Risorgimento. 

Event listings are as reported at press 
time. Details are subject to change 

without notice. Check before you go. 

Steve Hackett 
plays Verona 

July 26
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DFAC closure
The South of the Alps Dining Facility 
will be closed July 18-20 for quarterly 
cleaning and will reopen July 21. The 
Del Din Dining Facility will be open to 
support meal card holders.

CIF hours change
Starting July 21 the CIF will shift 
hours of operation to a 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m. schedule due to the current 
heat index in the warehouse. All CIF 
appointments will be made through 
the Central Processing Facility. Please 
plan accordingly and call 634-3919 for 
assistance. 

Quarterly acquisition training
The 414th Contracting Support Bri-
gade will conduct quarterly training 
Aug. 5-6 for personnel who need 
acquisition planning and require-
ment documents development 
training, both for new personnel and 
to recertify CORs and GPC holders for 
all Vicenza units. All operational and 
logistical planners as well as garrison 
requirements developers should at-
tend. Click the link above to sign up 

and call 637-7728 for assistance. For 
FOO training, send an email to 
usarmy.vicenza.414-contr-spt-bde.mbx.
foo@mail.mil

Family and Friends Day
The Vicenza Military Chapel Commu-
nity invites you to join your neighbors 
July 27 at 3 p.m. on Hoekstra Field for 
Family and Friends Day. All are wel-
come; call 634-8481 for details.

USAREUR Ball
The U.S. Army Europe Formal Military 
Ball will take place July 26 at 6 p.m. at 
the Stadthalle Hofheim, Chinonplatz 
2, in Hofheim am Taunus, Germany. 
All members of the Army in Europe 
family are invited to attend. For de-
tails click the link above. 

American Red Cross classes
The American Red Cross will conduct 
a CPR-AED first aid class Aug. 2 from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Course fee is $55; 
advance registration is required. They 
will also conduct a First Aid and CPR 
Instructor class Aug. 23-24; course fee 
is $250. Call 634-7089, 0444-71-7089 
or stop by the office in Building 333 

Community news briefsCommunity news briefs

for details and to sign up.

Racquetball winners
The 2014 USAG Vicenza Invitational 
Racquetball Tournament concluded 
at the Fitness Center on Caserma 
Ederle July 12 with Derrick Victor 
defeating J.D. Lattuca to take the first 
place trophy in Men’s A Open com-
petition, and Gaston Flor defeating 
Ziad Shebaro in the Women’s A Open. 
Other victors were Robert John-
son in the Men’s B category, Richar 
Bautista in the Men’s C category and 
Heidi Lattuca in Women’s B play.

Got Vote? 5-K Run
Everyone is invited to take part in 
a Got Vote? 5-K Run Aug. 26 at 6:30 
a.m. on the Caserma Ederle track. The 
run will kick off VMC celebrations of 
Women’s Equality Day. The event is 
free and all are welcome.

ACAP has become SFL TAP
The name of the Army Career and 
Alumni Program (ACAP) has changed 
to Soldier for Life Transition Assis-
tance Program. The Vicenza office is 
located in Building 126 on Caserma 
Ederle, and is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For 
information call 634-7187/7188, 0444-
71-7187/7188 or click the link above to 
reach them via email.

Volunteers for Women’s Day
Volunteers are sought to support the 
observation of Women’s Equality Day 
Aug. 26. All are welcome. Call Master 
Sgt. Rawlings at 634-6061 for details.

Mosquito spraying dates set
USAG Vicenza DPW will conduct its 
summer ultra-low volume fogger 
mosquito spray program on Caserma 
Del Din July 23 from 6-9 p.m., and on 
Caserma Ederle July 24 from 6-9 p.m. 
In the event of inclement weather, 
spraying will be postponed to the 
following day. Community members 
are advised not to walk on the street 
if not necessary for about one hour 
after spraying because the treatment 
lingers in the air for that long. Call 
634-8218 or 634 5446.

MPD Liaison closure
The MPD Liaison Office on Caserma 
Del Din will be closed until July 25. 
For military personnel actions dur-

Photo by Esther Ruderman

Developing a personal perspective
A view of a Venetian canal snapped during a YC Summer Camp photography trip July 
15. Camp activities continue through August. Call 634-7659 or 0444-71-7659 for details.
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At the movies

Admission:  3D first run (*), adult, $8, under 12, $5.25; 3D 
second run, adult $7.50, under 12, $5; first run (*), adult, $6, 

under 12, $3.25; second run, adult $5.50, under 12, $3. 
Advance tickets: On sale Monday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  at the 

PX Food Court entrance, except on federal holidays. Up to 50 
percent of seats will be on sale; the remainder go on sale one 

hour before show time at the theater box office.
Film ratings and reviews are available at www.imdb.com

Planes: Fire and Rescue  
When world famous air racer Dusty learns that he may never 
race again, he must shift gears and launches himself into the 
world of aerial firefighting. Teaming up with veteran chopper, 
Blade Ranger, and his team of all-terrain vehicles, Dusty battles 
a massive wildfire and learns what it means to be a true hero.

ing this time, go to the main office in 
Building 28. Call 634-8511/6299. 

Soldiers’ Theatre
The Music Café returns tonight at 
7:30 p.m., featuring a relaxed open 
stage environment for community 
musicians to perform, jam and listen 
to music. Make plans now to audition 
for Absolute Laughter, featuring eight 
short comedy sketches. A large cast 
of actors ages 16 and up are sought; 
no experience necessary. Auditions 
take place Aug. 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
Private instruction is available on 
an ongoing basis in piano, guitar and 
voice. Call 634-7281. Please note, the 
theater will close for summer break 
Aug. 1-15.

Marco Polo Airport Shuttle priority
The Central Processing Facility re-
spectfully requests that community 
members observe the service priority 
order for use of the Marco Polo airport 
shuttle bus. Priority goes to those 
holding PCS/ETS orders; then TDY 
personnel; then, personnel on emer-
gency leave. Remaining seats will be 
filled on a space available basis. When 

              Ederle Theater
July 18        7 p.m.          Planes: Fire and Rescue (PG) * 
                     10 p.m.         The Purge: Anarchy (R) *
July 19        3 p.m.          Planes: Fire and Rescue (PG) *
                       6 p.m.          The Purge: Anarchy (R) * 
July 20        3 p.m.          Planes: Fire and Rescue (PG) *
                       6 p.m.          The Purge: Anarchy (R) *
July 23      11 a.m.         The Purge: Anarchy (R) *
                       7 p.m.          22 Jump Street (R) * 
July 24        7 p.m.          Planes: Fire and Rescue (PG) *
July 25        7 p.m.          Hercules (NR) * 
                     10 p.m.          Lucy (R) *
July 26        3 p.m.          Hercules (NR) *
                       6 p.m.          Lucy (R) *
July 27        3 p.m.          Hercules (NR) *
                       6 p.m.          Lucy (R) *

taking ordinary leave, please ensure 
you have an alternate means of trans-
portation; category precedence will 
be strictly enforced. 

Medical Benvenuti
U.S. Army Health Clinic Vicenza invites 
all recent arrivals, military, family 
members and civilians, to attend a 
Medical Benvenuti orientation Tues-
days from 2:30-4:30 p.m. in Building 
300 A (next to the Italian Mensa) to 
learn how to best manage health care 
in the community. Topics include Sol-
dier and family medical services, Relay 
Health and Tricare online, making ap-
pointments and obtaining pharmacy 
and referral services. 

Del Din Night Bus service
Del Din Night Bus service is avail-
able every evening from 8:30-11:30 
p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. until 3 a.m. 
Saturdays. Patrons can purchase 
the €2 ticket from the vending ma-
chine directly outside Del Din main 
gate. Maximum waiting time is 20 
minutes. To check arrival times by 
SMS, send the following message 
to 342-411-2584: AIMS (space) 11150 

(space) plus your ticket code num-
ber, which appears on your ticket. 
In a couple of minutes, you will 
receive an SMS with the bus arrival 
time. The Del Din bus stop code 
number is 11150.

VA benefits advisers
Veterans Affairs benefits assistance is 
available for service members, veter-
ans and family members in Building 
126, next to ACS, Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Get 
help accessing education, health care, 
compensation, life insurance, home 
loans and other benefits. Call 634-
6694 or 0444-71-6694 or stop by for 
an appointment.

Pregnancy test hours
U.S. Army Health Center Vicenza 
patients can now request pregnancy 
tests in Primary Care rather than at 
OB/GYN. Walk-in pregnancy test 
request hours are Monday through 
Wednesday and Friday from 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m.; and Thursday 
from 1-3 p.m. Patients are asked to 
wait for results in the Primary Care 
waiting area.
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Camp Darby
Sunday Services

11:15 a.m.: Protestant worship and 
children’s service
Catholic Mass: Please call the Chapel 
at 633-7267 to confirm times as they 
change depending on which priest 
celebrates Mass

Tuesday

9:30 a.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel
5:15 p.m.: Protestant Men of the 
Chapel
6:15 p.m.: Choir practice

For DMC activities call 633-7267

Vicenza
Sunday Services

9 a.m.: Mass, Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation following Mass or during duty 
hours
11 a.m.: Protestant worship
1:30 p.m.: Gospel service
5 p.m.: Contemporary Christian 
service 

Tuesday

9 a.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel
6 p.m.: PMOC and PWOC Bible study. 
Dinner provided; no watch care

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.: Catholic choir practice
Thursday

9:30 a.m.: St. Mark’s Catholic Women
7:15 p.m.: Gospel service Bible study

Call 634-7519 or 0444-71-
7519 for information on 

Vicenza Chapel activities

Chapel activities

accepts submissions
Email content for consideration 
by noon on Friday of the week 

before publication. 
Click the link above. 

Music activities at the chapel

Chaplain Crisis Line
To speak with a chaplain after duty 
hours, call 634-KARE (634-5273)

The Outlook Religious Activities 
page provides announcements 
and may offer perspectives to 
enhance spiritual or religious 
resiliency in support of Army 
Comprehensive Fitness programs. 
Comments regarding specific 
beliefs, practices or behaviors are 
strictly those of the author and do 
not convey endorsement by the 
U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Army, Installation 
Management Command or the 
U.S. Army Garrison Vicenza.

Tuesday, 5 p.m.: Contemporary Praise band practice
Wednesday, 6:45 p.m.: Gospel choir practice
Thursday, 5:30 p.m.: Gospel choir rehearsal

Bahá’í Faith: Call 348-603-2283

Church of Christ: Call at 388-253-
9749 or 324-623-7921 or send email: 
vicenzaitalychurchofchrist@gmail.com

Jewish: Call 634-7519, 0444-71-7519 
or 327-856-2191

Latter Day Saints: Young Men/
Young Women meeting is every Tues-
day at 6 p.m. at the Spiritual Fitness 
Center.  Sunday services, 9:30 a.m. in 
Vicenza. Call 634-7897, 380-431-7633 
or email lescall@gmail.com

Muslim: Call 634-7519 or 0444-71-
7519

Trinity Church Vicenza: An Interna-
tional Presbyterian Church (IPC) con-
gregation. Call 328-473-2949 or email 
trinitychurchvicenza@gmail.com 

Vicenza Hospitality House: A good 
place for anyone — single Soldiers, 
men, women and couples — to enjoy 
food, fun and fellowship. 
Friday: Potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
with Walk in the Word following. 
Call 0444-581-427 for more informa-
tion or if you need transportation. 

VMC faith group contacts


