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“We celebrate with friends coming from the States 
and we will eat turkey with stuffing.”

Spc. Nirissa Hernandez
1-73 Company A, BSB

“I will be going to Germany with friends and 
visiting some Christmas markets.” 

What are you planning to do to 
celebrate Thanksgiving?

Speak Out

Shannon Reynolds
Army Community Service

“Spending time with family and preparing a big 
family visit from my brother and his girlfriend.”
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By Regional Training Support 
Division South

USAG Vicenza has renovated 
the JMTC TSC Vicenza photo 

studio on Caserma Ederle, dou-
bling the size of the facility and 
improving service to the com-
munity by creating separate work 
and changing areas.

The renovated operation re-
opened for service Nov. 13, said 
Jim Matheson of Regional Train-
ing Support Division South.

The studio, located in Building 93, 
provides photographic service to 
almost everyone in the Vicenza Mil-
itary Community because it is the 
center for Department of the Army, 
passport, visa, driver’s license, and 
soggiorno photos, he said. 

The renovation expanded the 

Vicenza photo studio renovated
existing studio by 120 percent 
and added an additional platform 
for shooting official DA pho-
tos and a dressing room, while 
providing for separation of the 
working areas and the family 
waiting area. The expansion and 
upgrades will double the studio’s 
photo services throughput said 
TSC Vicenza director, Ivano Trevi-
sanutto.

“The most difficult challenge 
with the old studio was having 
the DA photo area essentially in 
the waiting room. We had a lot 
of family members with young 
children doing walk-in service for 
passports or soggiorni and then 
there would be a sergeant first 
class or captain having a DA pho-
to taken, which is critical to their 
career, all in one room. Everyone 
was very patient, but you could 
tell that everyone was uncom-
fortable with the situation,” said 
Trevisanutto. 

“Now we can execute DA photos 
and the accompanying uniform 
changes in the back area while 
servicing the soggiorn, passport 
and other walk-in customers in 
the front. It is a much better expe-
rience for all involved,” he said.

Photo by Jim Steadman
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By Julie Lucas
USAG Vicenza PAO

The leadership of U.S. Army Garrison 
Vicenza changed Nov. 15 as Col. Rob-

ert L. Menist Jr., assumed the role of com-
mander in a ceremony forced indoors 
due to poor weather at Caserma Ederle.

Menist comes to Vicenza from Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, where he served with 
the Installation Management Command 
headquarters in Business Transformation 
in Korea.

IMCOM Europe Region Director Kath-
leen Marin presided over the ceremony, 
tying together the longstanding partner-
ship between Italians and Americans. 
Marin remarked that the new garrison 
commander is someone who “knows 
that dignity and respect are non-negotia-
ble anchors of leadership.”

“Col. Robert Menist views leadership 
not simply as a career role, but as a voca-
tion,” Marin said. “His measure of success 
is how he has positively changed the 
lives of those he leads.”

She noted key garrison employees and 
awards they helped win for the Vicenza 
Military Community. She also highlighted 
Menist’s previous roles and awards.

In his remarks, interspersed with Ital-
ian, Menist said how thankful he is to 
take command of the garrison. He spoke 
about the history behind Caserma Ed-
erle’s namesake, Italian army Maj. Carlo 
Ederle, and how his bravery represents 
unifying values of both Italian and Ameri-
can Soldiers.

“Maj. Ederle was the perfect example of 
selfless service that both our nations val-
ue so dearly,” Menist said. “Maj. Ederle’s 
service is not forgotten and has become 
a symbol of the alliance that united our 
countries in World War I.”

Addressing the many Italian dignitaries 
in attendance, Menist said, “Although our 
bilateral relationship is already extremely 
robust, I am honored as the garrison 
commander to have the opportunity to 
strengthen it further. To achieve that, I 
look forward to working closely with the 
Italian army and Colonello Edoardo Mag-
gian, Carabinieri and Lt. Col. Lucio Merlo, 
Polizia, our Italian neighbors and Italian 
elected officials.”

Menist assumes command of USAG Vicenza 

USAG Vicenza Commander, Col. Robert L. Menist Jr., talks with U.S. Army Europe 
Commander, Lt. Gen. Donald Campbell Jr. (top), and Caserma Ederle Italian Base 
Commander, Colonello Edoardo Maggian (above) after assuming command Nov. 15.
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USAG Vicenza Commander, Col. Robert L. Menist Jr., 
receives the garrison colors from IMCOM Europe Region 
Director Kathleen Marin (right), addresses distinguished 
guests and well wishers (top) and watches his mother, 
Carla Menist, receive a bouquet of flowers from NCO of 
the Year, Staff Sgt. Candice Piercey, during his assumption 
of command ceremony Nov. 15 on Caserma Ederle.

Photos by Paolo Bovo
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Story and photos by Anna Ciccotti
USAG Vicenza PAO

Sky Soldiers from Company D, 1st Battalion, 503rd Regi-
ment, 173rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Airborne) 

joined with Italian Carabinieri, civilian officials and family 
members of the fallen in Grantorto (Padova) Nov. 10 for 
the unveiling of a memorial dedicated to Carabiniere 
Denis Frison and 1st Sgt. Michael S. Curry Jr. 

The joint ceremony was a tribute sealed in the shared 
pain of loss for the two communities, who assembled 
to honor their two warriors, who lie in eternal rest in the 
town’s cemetery. 

A native of Grantorto, Frison was a veteran of many 
overseas missions in Iraq, Kosovo, Albania, Pakistan, 
South Arabia and Afghanistan. He died, July 6, 2006, 
aged 32, after a brave battle against leukemia that 
Frison’s father said was caused by exposure to depleted 
uranium during a deployment in the former Yugoslavia. 

Curry was 37 when he died in Afghanistan July 23, 2007, 
of wounds suffered when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his humvee during a route-clearing 
mission in Sarobi District during a deployment in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. Also killed in the 
attack were Sgt. Travon Johnson, 29, of Palmdale, Calif; 
Spc. Adam Davis, 19, of Twin Falls, Idaho; and Pfc. Jessy 
Rogers, 20, of Copper Center, Alaska. The four were Sky 
Soldiers of the 1st-503rd, 173rd IBCT (A).

In between stateside assignments, Curry lived in Gran-
torto for five years with his Italian wife, Lucia, and their 
two sons. 

“Our two young citizens, so tragically deceased, are still 
alive in our memories after more than seven years, along 
with the pain and the grief for the terrible losses,” said 
Luciano Gavin, Mayor of Grantorto, during the ceremony. 

“Through Denis and Michael we wish to pay a tribute to 
all the Soldiers who sacrificed their lives for their coun-
tries and, at the same time, we honor all those who serve 
in overseas missions, hoping that this monument can 
help serve the cause of peace,” Gavin said.

The idea of a memorial originated with Frison’s father, 
Tranquillo Frison, who wanted his son’s sacrifice to be 
remembered by the townspeople of Grantorto. When 
his family learned from Curry’s widow that Michael and 
Denis were in fact friends and had known each other in 
life, he approached the town council for a joint memo-
rial to honor the brave American and Italian soldiers who 
died too young. 

“We have a great deal of pride in Michael and Denis for 
wanting to go overseas and help other people. I think 
that was their essence throughout their life. Now my 
heart is at peace,” Frison said, standing next to the stone 
monument in the town piazza, where his son’s name is 
inscribed next to Michael’s in commemoration of their 
valor and patriotism. 

Grantorto pays tribute to fallen SoldiersGrantorto pays tribute to fallen Soldiers
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Carabinieri (above, left) march in procession, Sky Soldiers 
(left) prepare for formation and the families of the fallen and 
communal leaders join together at the memorial dedication 
service in Grantorto Nov. 10. An attendee wears a memorial  
bracelet (above) in memory of 1st Sgt. Michael Curry Jr.
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By Alexandra Frank 
Special to The Outlook

Four students were selected to 
represent Vicenza High School 

at the DoDDS Europe STEMposium, 
a weeklong academic experience 
that focuses on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
that is taking place in Oberwesel, 
Germany, Nov. 17-22

The four VHS representatives are 
sophomores Canaan York, Victoria 
Brock and Kameron Curtis, and fresh-
man Tim Ney. 

During the symposium in Germany, 
students from across Europe will 
work together to devise solutions to 
real world environmental issues. They 
will split into action committees and 
address various scenarios that lend 
themselves to STEM solutions, work-
ing with content area experts who 
will present information and mentor 
the students as they apply their math 
and science skills.

Thinking about the future
All four budding VHS scientists said 

they intend to pursue a career that 
involves one or more of the STEM 
fields. York said he was looking for-
ward not only to learning more math 
and science, but also the opportunity 
to meet students from other DoDDS 
Europe schools. 

Brock said she plans to pursue a 
career in environmental sciences, an 
interest that inspired her to apply for 
a place in the STEMposium. 

All four of the VHS students said 
they want to broaden their horizons 
and knowledge, and the STEMpo-
sium will give them ample opportu-
nity to do just that.

“This allows them to think in ways 
they may not have before,” said VHS 
science teacher Amy Ney, who is 
accompanying the quartet as chaper-
one and guide.

The STEMposium is a great oppor-
tunity for students because it intro-
duces them to areas of science they 
may not have known about before, 

VHS students attend DoDDS STEMposium 
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she said. 
Curtis, generally recognized as a top 

student in mathematics and science, 
has another envelope stretching 
event lined up immediately upon his 
return from Germany. He will also 
participate in the VHS field trip to 
the University of Modena for a day 
of math workshops with students 
from the Liceo Quadri in Vicenza, one 
of the area schools with which VHS 
maintains ongoing partnerships in a 
number of areas.

Photos by Gabriel Moore
Sophomores Victoria Brock (opposite 
page, top), Kameron Curtiss (opposite 
page, bottom) and Canaan York 
(above) are three of the four VHS 
students attending the DoDDS Europe 
STEMposium in Oberwesel, Germany, 
this week.
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Story and photos by Laura Kreider
 USAG Vicenza PAO

Vicenza and Darby Military Community members gath-
ered to discuss issues proposed by the communities 

during the annual Army Family Action Plan Conference held 
at the Golden Lion on Caserma Ederle Nov. 14. 

The two communities submitted about 45 quality of life 
issues for discussion. The working groups focused on some 
of them to determine which ones may be solved at the local 
level, or forwarded to a higher command for further consid-
eration.

“We had a team of volunteers who acted as conference 
staff and working group leaders,” said Julia Sibilla, Army 
Community Service community programs manager, who 
coordinated the event along with ACS staff members.

Sibilla described how AFAP has helped to improve the qual-
ity of life for Army family for 30 years. Since 1983, the confer-
ence has been held on Army installations worldwide and has 
resulted in 128 legislative changes, 184 policy changes and 
208 improved program and service changes. 

A few significant achievements of the AFAP process include 
the transferability of GI Bill entitlements, the establishment 
of school liaison officer functions, military spouse preference 
hiring and funded student travel. Since 90 percent of AFAP 

Col. Andrew Barr (left) and Lt. Col. Joseph Edger of U.S. Army Health Center Vicenza arrive at the AFAP Conference Nov. 14 to participate 
in the Force Support Group deliberations.

issues are resolved locally, AFAP allows for smaller but still 
important improvements across the Army as well, she said.

“Although we now have additional means to implement 
change, such as the ICE system and Info-X, AFAP still allows 
community members a voice for making positive change in 
our communities. The conference went very well and 95 per-
cent of the delegates voted that the AFAP process improves 
the quality of life at Camp Darby and Vicenza,” said Sibilla.

Spokespersons for each working group presented sum-
mary briefings to the command.

Participating in the conference’s youth support group for 
the second year in a row, Vicenza High School senior Euge-
nia Johnson said that this year she knew what to expect. 

“I believe that this year we made a bigger difference be-
cause we were also helping Darby, and it was very beneficial. 
I think that our group was good because we were all able to 
give our own opinions while working well together,” John-
son said.

Anna Whetston, working with Family Support Group par-
ticipants, stressed that all the members in her group added 
to the discussion.

“We started with 17 issues and discussed two, specifically 
the CYS regulation and the Halloween event,” Whetston 
said. “Talking about the issues and solving the problems re-
ally helps the Army as a whole.”

VMC, DMC wrap up annual AFAP Conference
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YOUTH 
BOXING 

Fit EDGE! Youth Boxing Training & Conditioning Program 
 
All skill levels & genders are welcome. Learn emotional and physical self-discipline. 
 
Boxing teaches discipline, remaining focused, determination in overcoming great odds no 
matter what obstacles one might encounter, and remaining confident. It encourages hard 
work and goal achievement and to never give up; it teaches respect for one's opponent, 
cooperation, and self-control of mind, body, and emotions.  
 

When:  Tuesdays & Wednesdays, December 3-18, 4:30-6 p.m. 
Who:  Grades 6-12 
Where:  Post Fitness Center Combative Room 
Cost:  $20 

 
Register at Parent Central Services at 634-7219 (0444-71-7219), or on CYSS Webtrac.  

Activity code is 928317-12. Enrollment begins November 18, 2013 
 

D 
E 
C 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 
 

Meet the Mayors

Visitors sample culinary specialties 
during last year’s Meet the Mayors 
event on Caserma Ederle. This year’s 
Italian-American get-together, 
which features Italian communal 
leaders mixing and meeting with 
the Vicenza Military Community, 
takes place Dec. 3 from 4-6 p.m. in 
the Golden Lion Conference Center. 
It’s a great opportunity to find out 
about cultural events in Vicenza 
and surrounding towns, as well as 
an opportunity to sample such food 
specialties as polenta, wine, cured 
salami, cheese, olive oil and por-
chetta from Monteviale.

Photo by Laura Kreider
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By USAG Vicenza PAO

Almost 50 community members crowded 
the Army Community Service lobby in Da-

vis Hall on Caserma Ederle Tuesday afternoon 
to kick off the annual Angel Tree program. 

Following the opening, Maureen Donahue, 
wife of U.S. Army Africa Commanding General 
Maj. Gen. Patrick Donahue, selected the first 
angel designating a holiday gift recipient from 
the tree.

Vicenza Military Community members may se-
lect an Angel from 65 on the tree in ACS and 65 
on the Angel Tree in the Exchange. Participants 
should drop unwrapped gifts along with the 
accompanying Angel card in the large metal 
bin in the PX customer service area by Dec. 8.

“Angel Tree had its start in 1979 as a Salvation 
Army program in Lynchburg, Va., as a way to 
give to those in need,” said Maj. Dennis Wil-
liams, as he welcomed attendees on behalf of 
USAG Vicenza Garrison Commander Col. Rob-
ert Menist. “Here in a small community Angel 
Tree means even more.” 

Voluntary gift from the heart
Williams said that the program is voluntary 

and that selecting an Angel is “a commitment 
to a child, a gift from the heart.”

A number of students represented their 
classmates in Vicenza Middle School in select-
ing Angels from the tree. Eighth-grader Kate 
Wilkins said her two Angels would be present-
ed to one of the advisory classes at the school 
to contribute toward gifts.

Ryland Edwards, also a VMS eighth-grader, 
joined other students in selecting two Angels. 
“I think it’s great. I haven’t done this in a while. 
It brought warmth to my heart that we’re help-
ing kids not as fortunate,” he said.

ACS Community Programs Manager Julia 
Sibilla said, “This is my absolute favorite event 
where the community comes together vol-
untarily.” She thanked John Perfetti, a former 
Soldier and family member who now serves 
with ACS as the Mobilization and Deployment 
specialist, for organizing this year’s Angel Tree.

Perfetti said, “The thing that is neat about the 
Angel Tree program is that it is organized and 
participated in by volunteers, from the commu-
nity and also within ACS, helping first sergeants 
take care of Soldiers. It is a community service 
by members of an organization known for 
community service. It’s anonymous, direct, 
specific giving.”

VMC lights up for annual Angel Tree season

Maureen Donahue (above), representing her husband, USARAF Commander 
Maj. Gen. Patrick Donahue, picks the first Angel Tree gift card of the season 
at ACS Nov. 19. Commmunity members (above) follow suit shortly thereafter.

Photos by David Ruderman

VMC lights up for annual Angel Tree season
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Vicenza Middle School students and teachers (top) pose for a photo 
with their gift cards after the opening ceremony. A Sky Soldier (above) 
picks his Angel Tree gift card. Pick up yours at the PX or ACS.

Photos by David Ruderman
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By Rick Blackburn
Defense Media Activity

Joint Hometown News Service has 
partnered with SiriusXM radio to al-

low military men and women anywhere 
in the world to send holiday greetings to 
their loved ones back home. No mat-
ter your location, if you are serving in 
uniform, you can call a toll-free or DSN 
number to leave a message for airing 
through New Year’s Day on SiriusXM’s 
Holiday Traditions channel. 

To record your message, call toll-free 
888-776-2790 or DSN 312-733-4660. Call-
ers will hear a recording at either num-
ber explaining the rights of SiriusXM to 
the recording and specifying the simple 
format to use. 

Callers should start with their rank, full 
name, hometown and location where 
stationed; then give a quick greeting to 
family and friends and mention where 
they are. 

Callers may make multiple, separate 
greetings. Keep your holiday message 
brief to gain more frequent airplay.

Send SiriusXM 
radio holiday 

greetings
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What are you planning to do to 
celebrate Thanksgiving?

Speak Out

Airman 1st Class Declan Blackman
731st Munitions Squadron

“I am going on the Matterhorn BOSS ski trip.”

Cristi Flynn
Family member

“I will be having Thanksgiving dinner at home.”

Cynthia Davis 
Family member

“I am going to prepare a nontraditional, 
fajita dinner because my husband 

doesn’t like turkey.”
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American Circus Extraordinary
Through Sunday in Vicenza, Viale Leonardo da Vinci, 
next to Villaggio; Nov. 23-24, 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.; 
Nov. 21-22, 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Special rates for Ameri-
can military and their families: lateral unnumbered 
seat, €8; central unnumbered seat, €15. For reduced 
rates, show your ID at the box office; not available for 
Sunday matinees. 

Fiere di Santa Caterina e Sagra del Mandorlato
St. Catherine and Almond Festivals

In Lusiana, about 21 miles north of Vicenza. Nov. 23 
food booths at 8:30 p.m.; Nov. 24 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ; 
traditional stands featuring nougat (mandorlato) plus 
local cheeses, honey, sausage, tripe, roasted chestnuts, 
hot spiced wine and crafts; palio delle carriole, wheel-
barrow competition; entertainment with games and 
fire eaters; live music starts at 8 p.m.
In Barbarano Vicentino, about 13 miles south of 
Vicenza. Nov. 25, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Via Zonato, featuring 
almond and other local specialties, food booths, and 
crafts exhibit and sale.

Fiera dell’Olio 
Olive Oil Fair

In S. Urbano, Montecchio Maggiore, Piazzale delle 
Poste, about 7 miles southwest of Vicenza. Nov. 24, 2 
p.m., exhibit and sale of new oil and wine, plus free 
bruschette tasting; free guided walking tour through 
the olive groves with refreshments at 2 p.m.

Raccolta delle Olive
Olive Harvest

In Mossano, Da Sagraro Farm, Via Regola, about 12 
miles south of Vicenza; Nov. 23, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
experience the olive harvest with traditional method 
and modern techniques, for adults and children; 
English-speaking guide available; lunch and olive tast-
ing included; cost is €40 (adults), €20 (10-18 years old) 
or €5 (under 10); get details and make reservations at 
info@livinginvicenza.com 

I dolci sapori di Natale 
Christmas Sweet Flavors

In Vicenza, Corso A. Fogazzaro, Nov. 23-24, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Christmas products, wine tasting, roasted chest-
nuts and vin brulè.

Veneto

Ghisa Art Fusion
Women’s Art and Music Festival

Nov. 24, 6 p.m., in Schio, Shed, Via Pasubio 99; local 
products tasting, wines and beers. Free admission.

VicenzAcustica
Acoustic Festival 

Annual celebration of the acoustic six-string with Vi-
cenza guitar hero and maestro Roberto Dalla Vecchia. 
Nov. 22, 9 p.m., at theTeatro Astra, Contrà Barche 53 in 
Vicenza. This year’s special guests are Scots wizard Ian 
Melrose and American fingerpicking ace Harvey Reid. 
Tickets are €20 at the box office or online at Green 
Ticket. All three will conduct a workshop Nov. 23 at the 
Vergilius Hotel in Creazzo at 3 p.m.; call 0444-565-006 
or email info@daliarts.net for details.
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Mercatini ed eventi natalizi
Christmas markets and events

Asiago: Giardini di Natale, Christmas Gardens, Nov. 
23-24, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 3-7 p.m. in, Piazza 
Carli and nearby streets; local food specialties plus 
Christmas sweets and crafts. 

Bassano del Grappa: Piazza Garibaldi e Piazza 
Libertà, Nov. 22 through Jan. 6, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 
Christmas stands feature vin brulè (hot spiced wine), 
hot tea, sandwiches, holiday sweets and crafts; Piaz-



Geppetto comes to Vicenza
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zotto Montevecchio, Nov. 23 through Jan. 6; every 
Saturday afternoon and all day Sundays; eco-skating 
rink in Piazza Libertà, ongoing through Jan. 8.

Bussolengo (Verona): Natale Flover Village - 
Christmas Market, ongoing through Jan. 12, 9 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m., closed Dec. 25 and Jan 1; in Via Pastregno 16, 
about 42 miles west of Vicenza; admission is €1 Satur-
day and Sunday until Dec. 15; free on weekdays. 

Garda: Natale tra gli Olivi - Christmas Among the 
Olive Trees, Nov. 23 through Jan. 6, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 3-7 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3-7 
p.m.; Saturday, Sunday and holiday eves 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Piazza Catullo e Lungolago Regina Adelaide; local 
and Tyrolean products; entertainment for children; folk 
music and dancing; art exhibits and local nativity set. 

Torrebelvicino: Via Dante, about 18 miles northwest 
of Vicenza. Nov. 23, Christmas market opens at 4 p.m.; 
Christmas lighting at 7:30 p.m.; features hot chocolate, 
vin brulè, holiday sweets; Nov. 24, the market opens at 
9 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Santa Claus parade and musical 
band, live folk music and dances.

Trento: about 80 miles northwest of Vicenza, Piazza 
Fiera. Ongoing through Dec. 30, weekdays, 10 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, Sunday and holidays, 9:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m.; closed Dec. 25; more than 60 wooden huts 
feature traditional holiday decorations, crafts, sweets, 
local products, original gift ideas and gourmet items. 

Verona: Piazza dei Signori, Nov. 23 through Dec. 21; 
Sunday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Friday, 
Saturday and holiday eves 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.; more 
than 60 vendors offer traditional holiday crafts and gift 
items; food booths. 

Geppetto in English
The Concrete Temple Theatre of New York is trying to 
attract an audience of 40 or more to stage an English-
language performance of Geppetto Nov. 24 at 7 p.m. at 
the Spazio Bixio Theatre, Via Mameli in Vicenza. Tickets 
are €7 or €5 for children under 13. The plot meshes two 
favorite classics, Pinocchio and The Old Man and the 
Sea, to weave a tale of resilience and ingenuity in the 
face of flux and change. Live musical accompaniment is 
provided by a cellist. If interested, please call the Teatro 
Impiria at 340-592-6978 to make a reservation or send 
them an email before Nov. 22. 

Marcia silenziosa 
un Fiore Contro la 

Violenza sulle Donne
Silent march

A Flower to Stop Vio-
lence Against Women

Nov. 23, in Vicenza, Cam-
po Marzo, gather at 3:30 
p.m., march at 4 p.m., ar-
rive in Piazza dei Signori 
at 5 p.m. The event is or-
ganized by the Medical 
Women Association of 
the Province of Vicenza 
in collaboration with the 
Equal Opportunity Com-
mission of the Veneto 
Region, International Federation of Business and Pro-
fessional Women and the Italian League Against Can-
cer. This will be a silent march, participants will carry a 
red flower (available on site for a small contribution to 
benefit the local Anti-Violence Center). 

Veronafil 
Exhibit of stamps, coins, 
postcards, old prints, 
books and other col-
lectible ephemera; Nov. 
22, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Nov. 23, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Nov. 24, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m., in Verona, about 
38 miles west of Vicenza; free admission. 

Concerts at Vicenza Teatro Comunale
Just west of downtown at Viale Mazzini 39, with adja-
cent parking available.
Gringolts Quartet: Nov. 25, 8:45 p.m., tickets are €20; 
€10,60 under 30
Invento e Canto: Dec. 1, 4:30 p.m., classical music for 
children and parents; admission is €3
Piano and violin: Dec. 2, 8:45 p.m., tickets are €20; 
€10.60 (under 30)
Gospel in Vicenza with Summertime Choir: Dec. 15, 
5 p.m. and 8:45 p.m., tickets are €15; €10.60 (under 12)

Monday night movies in English
The Odeon Theater in Vicenza, Corso Palladio 176, 
kicks off its annual run of Monday night movies in 
English next week, beginning a screening of Alfonso 
Cuaròn’s Gravity. Show times are 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; tickets are €6. 

Area antique markets for Nov. 24
Piazzola sul Brenta: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., in Via Camerini, 
about 16 miles east of Vicenza (about 700 vendors)
Treviso: 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Via San Liberale, about 
56 miles east of Vicenza (about 130 vendors) 



Tuscany

La Fabbrica del cioccolato di ChocoMoments 
ChocoMoments Chocolate Factory

Nov. 22-24, in Pisa, Corso Italia; chocolate making and cake 
design workshops for adults and children; clowns, games 
and live music; chocolate, grappa and beer sampling. 

Fatto a Mano in Italia
Hand-made in Italy

Firenze, Fortezza da Basso, Viale Strozzi, Nov. 21-24, 9:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Italian hand-made Christmas crafts exhibit 
and sale; admission is €8, €5 for over 70, free for children 
under 10. 

November Fest – La Festa della Birra
November Fest – Beer Fest 

Nov. 21-24, 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., in Coltano, Pisa, Via Aurelia 9; 
food booths feature pork shank, Nuremberg sausages, 
ham and cheese, Bavarian strudel, pretzels and many Ger-
man beers; live music by the German Die Wilderer band; 
free shuttle bus from Pisa train station and Piazza Garib-
aldi.

Tartufo bianco – 43a Mostra Mercato Internazionale 
White Truffle – 43rd International exhibit and sale 

Nov. 23-24, in San Miniato (Pisa), Piazza del Popolo 1. Food 
booths, local crafts exhibit and sale, entertainment.

Area antique markets this weekend
Castiglion Fiorentino (Arezzo): Nov. 24, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Piazza del Municipio
Montevarchi (Arezzo): Nov. 24, 9 a.m. to 7 pm. Via Isidoro 
del Lungo, and Via Poggio Bracciolini.
Ponte a Egola (Pisa): Nov. 24, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Piazza Rossa
Prato, Nov. 23-24: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Piazza San Francesco 

Concerts

Yellowcard - Nov. 22 in Florence 
Dire Straits Legends - Dec. 2 in Turin, Dec.3 in Genova, 
Dec. 5 in Rome
The Original USA Gospel Singers & Band - Dec. 15 in 
Bolzano 
New York Ska Jazz Ensemble - Dec. 27 in Mezzago
Michael Bublé - Jan. 27-28, 2014 in Assago (Milan) 
Simple Minds - Feb. 25, 2014 in Assago (Milan) 
James Blunt - March 18 in Assago (Milan) 
Yes - May 17 in Padova, May 18 in Assago (Milan)
Aerosmith - June 25 in Milan
Tickets at Media World, Palladio Shopping Center or online.

New York Ska Jazz Ensemble 





Thanksgiving meal on Wednesday
The Vicenza Military Community 
traditional Thanksgiving meal will be 
served Wednesday, Nov. 27, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at both the South of 
the Alps Dining Facility on Caserma 
Ederle and the Del Din Dining Facility. 
Soldiers, retirees, civilian employees, 
family members, and authorized lo-
cal nationals are invited to enjoy the 
holiday fare. Meal card holders enter 
free; standard rate is $7.60; discount 
rate for family members of E-4 and 
below is $6.54. Wounded Warriors 
and Warrior Transition Unit Soldiers 
will enjoy front-of-the-line privileges.
The menu is extensive and very 
varied. The DFACs will not offer grab-
and-go services during the Thanks-
giving meal. Breakfast will be served 
from 7-8:30 a.m. and dinner from 
5-6:30 p.m. that day.

Sirius holiday greetings
Joint Hometown News Service is 
partnering with SiriusXM radio for 
military men and women anywhere 
in the world to send holiday greet-
ings to their loved ones back home. 
No matter the location, military folks 
can call toll-free 888-776-2790 or 
DSN 312-733-4660 for instructions to 
record a message.

Women March Against Violence
The women of the American com-
munity in Vicenza have been invited 
to join all women in a Silent March 
- A Flower to Stop Violence Against 

Women, Saturday, Nov. 23, in Vicenza. 
Meet at Campo Marzo at 3:30 p.m. 
See details on page 21.

Meet the Mayors Dec. 3
The annual Meet the Mayors event 
will be held Dec. 3 from 4-6 p.m. in 
the Golden Lion Conference Center. 
Meet area mayors and civic leaders 
from Vicenza and Padova provinces 
and discover cultural and culinary 

Visit the VMC community 
calendar for the latest event 

details and updates at 

www.usag.vicenza.army.mil
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Courtesy photo

Guiding America’s destiny
Justice Begay (from left) joins Derek, Mya and Marco Sanchez to perform a dance from 
Acoma Pueblo during a Native American Heritage Month event Nov. 5 at Caserma 
Del Din. An event will be held as well Nov. 26 beginning at 3 p.m. at the Lion’s Den on 
Caserma Ederle. All are welcome.



	        Ederle Theater
Nov. 21         7 p.m.     Captain Phillips (PG-13) 
Nov. 22         7 p.m.     Captain Phillips (PG-13)	
                     10 p.m.      The Best Man Holiday (R) *	
Nov. 23         3 p.m.     Escape Plan (R)	
                        6 p.m.      The Best Man Holiday (R) *	
Nov. 24         3 p.m.      Carrie (R) 	
                         6 p.m.      The Best Man Holiday (R) * 	
Nov. 27       11 a.m.      The Best Man Holiday (R) *

                   7 p.m.      Escape Plan (R)
Nov. 28        7 p.m.       Frozen in 3D (PG) *
Nov. 29        7 p.m.       The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (PG-13) *
                      10 p.m.       The Delivery Man (PG-13) *
Nov. 30        3 p.m.       Frozen (PG) *
                         6 p.m.      The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (PG-13) *
Dec. 1           3 p.m.       The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (PG-13) *
                         6 p.m.       The Delivery Man (PG-13) *

At the movies
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Admission:  3D first run (*), adult, $8, under 12, $5.25; 3D second 
run, adult $7.50, under 12, $5; first run (*), adult, $6, under 12, 

$3.25; second run, adult $5.50, under 12, $3. 
Advance tickets: On sale Monday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  at the 

PX Food Court entrance, except on federal holidays. Up to 50 
percent of seats will be on sale; the remainder go on sale one 

hour before show time at the theater box office.
Film ratings and reviews are available at www.imdb.com

opportunities in the surrounding 
communities. Volunteer interpret-
ers will be on hand to assist with 
questions. At previous events more 
than 50 townships have been rep-
resented by guests bringing maps, 
brochures, displays, free samples of 
locally produced fresh bread, olive 
oil, cured meat, slow-roasted pork, 
wine, cheese, honey, preserves, 
mustard and desserts. The event 
makes planning for weekend excur-
sions a breeze.

The Lumineers concert
USO sponsors a concert by The 
Lumineers Dec. 5 at 5 p.m. in the 
Sports and Fitness Center gym-
nasium on Caserma Ederle. Doors 
to this standing-only concert will 
open at 4:30 p.m. Due to safety 

requirements entry will be limited. 

Power outage planned for Caserma 
Ederle this Saturday

DPW will conduct a scheduled 
power outage on Caserma Ederle 
Saturday, Nov. 30, from 6-9 a.m. to 
perform necessary, periodic, electri-
cal substation maintenance. The 
entire base will be affected. In addi-
tion the following buildings will be 
without electricity from 6 a.m. until 
noon: Buildings 61-66-23-204-241-
242-201-216-oil storage-44-44-paint 
booth-202-204-21-wash rack and 
dispatch office.

USAHC flu shot changes and 
holiday closings schedule 

The U.S. Army Health Center Vi-
cenza will be open Thursday, Nov. 
21, from 8 a.m. to noon only due to 

a unit function and will be closed 
Nov. 28 for Thanksgiving and Nov. 
29 for a training holiday. 
The last day for adult beneficiary in-
fluenza vaccine clinics will be Friday, 
Dec. 6. Starting Monday, Dec. 9, all 
civilian beneficiary influenza vaccines 
will be administered at the Health 
Center Immunization Clinic in the 
Pediatrics section.
Until then, adult beneficiaries can 
get their influenza vaccine shots 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
10 a.m to noon and from 1-4 p.m. 
Soldiers will continue to get their flu 
shots in the Readiness section.

The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark become targets of the 
Capitol‘s wrath after their victory in the 74th Hunger Games sparks 
a rebellion in the District of Panem. This second installment of 
the trilogy based on the Suzanne Collins books stars Jennifer 
Lawrence and Liam Hemsworth.



Native American Heritage Month
The VMC will celebrate Native Ameri-
can Heritage Month Nov. 26 begin-
ning at 3 p.m. at the Lion’s Den in the 
Arena. All are welcome to attend.

Postal Center hours
The Ederle and Del Din Postal Service 
Centers will have reduced operating 
hours Wednesday, Nov. 27, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., to allow for holiday 
organization activities. The centers 
will be closed Nov. 28 for Thanksgiv-
ing and resume normal hours, 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., on Nov. 29. 

Soldiers’ Theatre events
Tickets are on sale for the holiday 
season production, Celebrate Christ-
mas. Performances will be Dec. 6-15, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 pm., 
and Sundays at 2 p.m. Call 634-7281 
or 044-471-7281 for information and 
reservations.

VMS debate judges sought
Judges are sought for the Vicenza 
Middle School Speech and Debate 
Tournament to be held Nov. 26 from 

3-5:30 p.m. at the school. More than 
50 students will participate and 30-
40 volunteer judges are sought to 
make the event a success. No experi-
ence is necessary; a judge’s meeting 
explaining balloting and scoring will 
be conducted that day beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. explaining expectations 
and balloting. Contact tournament 
organizer Angela Wilson to volun-
teer at angela.wilson@eu.dodea.edu

FEHB Open Season is here
FEHB Open Season runs through 
Dec. 9.  Premium rates, set by 
OPM, are online at www.opm.gov/
insure/health/rates/index.asp
FEDVIP dental rates are online at 
www.opm.gov/insure/dental/rates/
index.asp
FEDVIP vision rates are online at 
www.opm.gov/insure/vision/rates/
index.asp
Electronic health plan brochures 
are online at http://www.opm.gov/
healthcare-insurance/healthcare/
plan-information/guides
Get general information at http://

www.opm.gov/retirement-services/
publications-forms/benefits-ad-
ministration-letters/2013/13-401.
pdf

Commissary holiday hours
The Caserma Ederle Commissary 
has set its hours of operation for 
the upcoming holiday season:
Nov. 25: Monday before Thanks-
giving - open from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m.
Nov. 28: Thanksgiving - closed
Dec. 23: Monday before Christmas 
- open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve - open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dec. 25-26: Christmas - closed
Dec. 30: Monday before New 
Year’s - open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve - open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Jan. 1: New Year’s Day – closed

Holiday mail postal deadlines
* SAM parcels: Nov. 26
* PAL parcels: Dec. 3
* Priority parcels and first class 	
	 letters: Dec. 10
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Church of Christ: Call at 345-469-
9974 or 0444-335-135 or send email: 
vicenzaitalychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Islamic: Call 634-7519 or 0444-71-
7519
Jewish: Call 345-907-2108
Latter Day Saints: Young Men/
Young Women meeting is every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the Spiritual 
Fitness Center.  Sunday services, 1:30 
p.m. in Vicenza. Call 389-268-5605 or 
email drbob143@gmail.com
Trinity Church Vicenza: An Inter-
national Presbyterian Church (IPC) 
congregation. Call 328-473-2949 or 
email trinitychurchvicenza@gmail.com 
Vicenza Hospitality House: A good 
place for anyone - single Soldiers, 
men, women and couples to enjoy 
food, fun and fellowship. 
Tuesday: Dinner at 6:30 p.m. with 
PMOC Bible Study and Women’s 
study following at 7:30. 
Friday: Potluck Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
with Walk in the Word following. 
Call if you need transportation. For 
more information call 0444-581-427. 

Call 634-7519 or 0444-71-7519 
for info on Chapel activities

Religious Activities
Chaplain Crisis Line 

To speak with a chaplain after hours, 
call 634-KARE (634-5273)

Vicenza
Sunday services

9 a.m.: Mass, Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation following Mass or during duty 
hours
11 a.m.: Protestant worship
1:30 p.m.: Full Gospel Pentecostal 
worship 
5 p.m.: Contemporary Christian 
service 

Tuesday
9 a.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel
5 p.m.: Contemporary Praise band 
practice
6 p.m.: PMOC and PWOC Bible study. 
Dinner provided; no watch care

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.: Catholic choir practice
6:45 p.m.: Gospel choir practice

Thursday
9:30 a.m.: St. Mark’s Catholic Women
5:30 p.m.: Gospel choir rehearsal
7:15 p.m.: Gospel service Bible study

VMC faith group contacts
Bahá’í Faith: Call 348-603-2283

Camp Darby
Sunday services

11:15 a.m.: Protestant worship and 
children’s service
Catholic Mass: please call the Chapel 
at 633-7267 to confirm times as it 
changes depending on which priest 
is conducting mass.

Tuesday
9:30 a.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel
5:15 p.m.: Protestant Men of the 
Chapel
6:15 p.m.: Choir practice

For DMC activities call 633-7267

The Outlook Religious Activities page provides 
announcements and may offer perspectives 
to enhance spiritual or religious resiliency 
in support of Army Comprehensive Fitness 
programs. Comments regarding specific 
beliefs, practices or behaviors are strictly those 
of the author and do not convey endorsement 
by the U.S. government, the Department of 
Defense, the Army, Installation Management 
Command or the U.S. Army Garrison Vicenza.
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