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Tourists from around the world, 
including Camp Darby BOSS 
Airmen and Soldiers, explore the 
architectual treasures of Barcelona, 
Spain, during a late July journey. The 
travelers also enjoyed area beaches 
and the city’s famous nightlife. See 
page 18 for more about the trip. 
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Over the last few months I 
have had the opportunity 

to visit several units within 
U.S. Army Europe and speak 

with commanders and leaders, both military 
and civilian, at every level. I am continually 
impressed by the world-class Soldiers and 
civilians that we have in our work force, ac-
complishing a complex, strategic mission here 
in Europe every day. 

That’s why it’s especially difficult for me every 
morning when I review the Military Police blot-
ter reports from across USAREUR. Whether it is 
an assault, sexual or otherwise, a DUI or other 
types of misconduct, many incidents involve 
alcohol. The correlation is not coincidental. 
Heavy drinking and overindulgence in alcohol 
is a challenge that we must address directly 
and personally as leaders. I want all leaders 
at every level to talk to your teams about the 
responsible use of alcohol; set conditions that 
encourage subordinate leader and peer sup-
port; and personally engage your Soldiers. 

I am certain that if we reduce overindulgence 
in alcohol we will reduce acts of indiscipline, 
which run counter to our Army values, and save 
lives. Abuse of alcohol is all too often an indica-
tor of underlying issues that require vigilance 
and intervention from leaders at every level 
in the chain of command.  Our most precious 
asset – our people – deserve nothing but the 
best care and support. At the first and earliest 
indicators, take action and get our teammates 
the resources they need to get back on track. 

This is a winnable fight. Continue to talk to 
your Soldiers, civilians and families about the 
hazards of overindulgence in alcohol and the 
consequences of that behavior. 

Establish barracks security protocols and 
conduct no-notice walk-throughs of common 
areas at random times. Care about your Sol-
diers, civilians and family members at all times, 
on or off duty, in the barracks or off-post. 

Together we can combat these problems 
that degrade our profession and destroy lives.

I hold leaders responsible for instilling the 
essence of our Army Values and Warrior Ethos 
in their Soldiers. They are not words on a card, 
but rather a way of life. We must be disciplined 
and adhere to our standards if we are to retain 
our public trust and represent our country 
honorably here in Europe. 

Ready and Resilient 
Beating alcohol abuse
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A word from the editor
Things have been picking up lately on Caserma Ederle, headquarters 

of the U.S. Army Garrison Vicenza. There’s been an uptick in traffic 
and pedestrians as units and offices transfer to their new workplaces 
on Caserma Del Din, arriving Soldiers and families can be seen trekking 
from office to office as they settle in to their new lives, and residents walk 
to and from the post pool, trying to beat the heat of summer.

Yet, in all the commotion, one formerly ubiquitous badge of the Vicen-
za Military Community is nowhere to be seen: The Outlook, the commu-
nity newspaper, is no longer stacked at the mail room or the DFAC.

But The Outlook isn’t gone; it’s just gone seriously digital. To catch up on 
the latest news and features from the Vicenza and Darby Military Com-
munities you need an electronic device and an Internet connection.

Since dropping our print edition in April, Public Affairs has tackled the 
design challenges to make the online-only publication as interactive and 
user-friendly as possible.  Each week, as a new issue posts to the web, 
our colleagues in the garrison Installation Operations Center send the 
link to Soldiers and civilians, while the Public Affairs Office adds it direct-
ly to the garrison’s website, www.usagvicenza.army.mil

After four months on the journey to digital , now may be a good time to 
ask you, our readers, to let us know what you think. How has The Outlook 
online been working out for you? Let us know at editor@eur.army.mil 

For those who wish to track down or browse previous issues, an on-
line archive is easy to reach from the garrison home page; click on the 
Archives link beneath the page banner and select Outlook Archive. The 
direct link is http://www.usag.vicenza.army.mil/sites/local/outlook.asp

Finally, we bid farewell to our colleague and friend, Joyce Costello. As 
social media manager for the PAO, Joyce was a key player as we transi-
tioned to our e-publication format. She is off to pursue a doctorate in 
social media at Bournemouth University, England, where we trust she 
will make significant contributions, and  hope she returns one day to 
Army Public Affairs, where her intelligence, humor  and determination to 
meet matters head on will always be welcome.

						                —  David Ruderman
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Yumi Leisinger
Family member

“Wine tasting in Marcato vineyard in Verona. The 
place was beautiful and it was neat to see how wine 

is made. It was a very Italian-style getaway.”

Staff Sgt. James Jenkins
HHC, 1-503rd Infantry

“Take my family to Stuttgart in Germany. 
We love the area.” 

What is your favorite weekend 
getaway so far this summer?

Speak Out

Spc. Phillip Richards
HHC, 1-503rd Infantry

“Nuremberg, Germany. I like the people 
and the city.”

By Grant Sattler
USAG Vicenza PAO

Residents and commuters to Caserma Del Din can now conduct daily 
banking transactions at the recently opened facility in Vicenza.

“Today is huge for the Soldiers in barracks here on Caserma Del Din,” said 
Jane Jackson, senior banking center supervisor for the Del Din Community 
Bank, which officially opened Monday. “They can come here for all their 
financial needs daily.”

A staff of five will provide the full range of banking services provided by 
Community Bank on overseas installations.

Officials from Bank of America/Community Bank, U.S. Army Garrison 
Vicenza, 173rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 509th Signal Bat-
talion, NAVFAC and the Transformation Construction Management Office 
and others joined to cut the ribbon opening the new facility in the Multi-
use Building, Building 10, located between the two parking structures on 
Del Din. Acting USAG Vicenza Commander Chuck Walls said the branch 
provides a much needed personal interaction for Soldiers that the mul-
tiple ATMs across the installation can not. 

“This is crucial as already 60-65 percent of our Soldiers are here on 
Caserma Del Din,” he said. “Opening this Community Bank branch is a 
valuable start for Bank of America as the contract bank for DFAS in provid-
ing crucial services to our Soldiers, along with Global Credit Union and the 
Italian BNL.”

Collective effort, community benefit
Walls, Jackson, Bank of America representatives Terri Rooney and Shane 

Parkinson, and Yolonda Montgomery, vice president and  banking centers 
manager for Del Din and Ederle, all thanked the many who worked dili-
gently to ensure the opening of the banking center, the first new Commu-
nity Bank in six years. With nearly 80 banking centers and more than 320 
ATMs on bases around the world, Community Bank is operated by Bank 
of America to provide stateside-like banking services to service members 
and contractors who are stationed overseas.

The Del Din Community Bank is open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and closed on American holidays. The phone number is 637-2265 or 
0444-92-5981.

Bank opens on Del Din

Photo by Julie Lucas

Yolonda Montgomery, banking centers manager, and Chuck Walls, acting 
USAG Vicenza commander, do the honors at the official ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the Community Bank on Caserma Del Din Aug. 5.
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Army Ten-Miler holds lottery for slots

By Military District of Washington Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON - The annual Army Ten-Miler race will hold 
a special online lottery for U.S. service members through 
Aug. 15. Lottery registration will be conducted online at 
www.armytenmiler.com  and 500 registrants will be ran-
domly selected for a slot by a computer-generated drawing 
to be held Aug. 16.

The Army’s 29th annual Army Ten-Miler race is sched-
uled for Oct. 20 in Washington, D.C., beginning at 
the Pentagon. The prestigious annual event attracts 
35,000 military and civilian runners from around the 
world. It is the third largest 10-mile race in the world, 
and all proceeds benefit Soldier and family MWR pro-
grams. 

The lottery is open to all U.S. service members. Appli-
cants must use a .mil email address when registering.

Registrants will be required to enter a valid credit card, 
but will not be charged unless selected. By Aug. 20, 
all registrants will receive an email notification stating 
whether they were selected or not. The searchable data-
base on the Registration/Confirm tab of the Army Ten-
Miler website will be updated Aug. 23 with the names of 
the runners who have been selected.

Lottery winners who are unable to run may transfer 
their registration through the Army Ten-Miler Transfer 
Program until Aug. 30, or join a team until Sept. 6. 

Questions? Call 202-685-4820. Information is also avail-
able online at http://www.armytenmiler.com/
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Army Leadership Message
“There is nothing so likely to produce peace 
as to be well prepared to meet the enemy.” 

– George Washington, 1782

August marks the Army’s fourth annual observance of 
Antiterrorism Awareness Month. We have worked hard 
to confront the ever-present threat of terrorist attacks 
against our nation and our Army.

Since we began observing Antiterrorism Awareness 
Month, we have greatly improved our community aware-
ness and understanding of the seriousness of the ter-
rorist threat. Over the past year alone, we’ve improved 
threat information sharing, revised our Antiterrorism 
Strategic Plan, integrated antiterrorism into the Army 
Protection Program, and identified new focus areas, 
such as cyber threats. All of these actions have helped 
us heighten awareness of the persistent threat posed by 
terrorists and encouraged our vigilance to prevent acts 
of terrorism.

As we continue to improve our efforts each year to keep 
our Army family safe, we have learned that every mem-
ber of the Army community must play a role in this im-
portant mission. Effective antiterrorism measures require 
a combination of great leadership, a professional police 
force and active community involvement. 

We must all be vigilant, continuously watchful for 
threats and hazards, and prepared to report them when 
we see them. We must also remain aware of our situa-
tion and our surroundings, noticing when something or 
someone seems out of place. Maintaining vigilance and 
encouraging situational awareness are guiding prin-
ciples that will help ensure the safety and security of our 
Soldiers, civilians, families, infrastructure and informa-
tion.

Leaders at all levels should provide support to the two 
important focus areas of this year’s observance: encour-
aging the reporting of suspicious activity, and improving 
the use of social media for community outreach. 

We encourage all commands to sponsor events and 
promote steps that embrace a community approach to 
safeguarding our Army. The strength of our defense is 
our ability to work as a team to protect our people and 
our installations. 

Army Strong! 

Raymond F. Chandler III, Sergeant Major of the Army
Raymond T. Odierno, General, United States Army, 	
			        Chief of Staff
John M. McHugh, Secretary of the Army 

Vicenza AT Awareness Contest

As family members of Soldiers and the civilians, we 
are all stakeholders in our collective security here 
in the Vicenza Military Community. Tell us in an 

essay about the steps you take to protect yourself, your 
family and personal information on social networking 
sites. Remember, it takes a community to protect a com-
munity. 
Essays should incorporate the above title and explain 
how and why we are all important to our collective secu-
rity. 
All essays must be submitted by Sept. 24 at 5 p.m. Entries 
will not be accepted after this time. 
All Vicenza Military Community school students in 
grades six through 12 are eligible to enter. Essays must be 
original work and must be prepared by one author only. 
Only one submission per person, please. 
Entries may be handwritten or typed and must be a 
minimum of 150 words. Entries must be submitted by 
email or in person at the Antiterrorism Office in Building 
109, Room 112, on Caserma Ederle. Send email entries to 
carl.o.turner.civ@mail.mil
A panel of judges will select the winner and runners-up 
based solely on essay submissions with names removed.
First Prize: a $50 AAFES gift card, Garrison Commander’s 
Coin and Certificate 
Second Prize: a $25 AAFES gift card Garrison Command-
er’s Coin and Certificate 
Third Prize: a $25 AAFES gift card and Garrison Com-
mander Certificate 
Please include your name, phone contact number and 
email address with your submission. In addition to the 
monetary and honorary prizes, winning essays will be 
posted on the USAG Vicenza AT website and in the 
September issue of the USAG Vicenza Force Protection 
Newsletter. 
Remember the S5I: See Something Suspicious, Say 
Something Immediately! 
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August is Antiterrorism Awareness Month
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Pfc. Stephen Rathje, Company C, 1st Battalion, 
325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, from Fort Bragg, 
N.C., assists South African Army Capt. S. S. Tyali, 
44th Parachute Regiment, secure his parachute 
before a practice jump at Bloemspruit Airbase, 
South Africa, July 23. The jump was one segment of 
the binational Shared Accord 13, a biennial training 
exercise which promotes regional relationships.

Shared Accord 13
Story and photos by 

Spc. Taryn Hagerman

40th Public Affairs Detachment



EAST LONDON, South Africa - Paratroopers from Compa-
ny C, 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C., joined with the South 
African 1st Parachute Battalion, 44th Parachute Regiment, 
to perform a night parachute drop and airfield seizure 
exercise at Bulembu Airport July 27 during joint training for 
Shared Accord 13. Shared Accord is a biennial, U.S. Army 
Africa supported, training exercise involving in-depth joint 
cohesion between U.S. and South African military forces 
incorporating multiple training scenarios designed to pro-
mote regional relationships, increase capacity and further 
cross-training and interoperability.

U.S. and South African paratroopers glided across the star-
less night sky from C-130 aircraft before landing. Once on 
the ground, Soldiers were undetectable to the naked eye. 
After the initial drop, the paratroopers assembled with their 
units and began seizing the airfield while facing simulated 
attacks of resistance.

The joint team shared one mission, though each unit had 
a separate objective, either the north or south portion of 
the airfield, said 1st Sgt. Patrick Doherty of Charlie Co.

“The two forces, as they worked hand in hand, were able 
to seize the overall company mission. Both objectives were 
neutralized within 25 minutes,” said Doherty. 

One unique aspect to the exercise was that the entire 3rd 
Platoon of Charlie Company worked jointly with South 
African soldiers to seize the airfield.

“In a division,” said Doherty, “it’s very rare for a platoon to 
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jump organically, and this was one of the few times they 
got to jump every single member in that platoon.” 

The U.S. and South African parachutists began training 
together July 20, practicing small unit tactics and airborne 
operations, said Doherty. During that time U.S. Soldiers 
were able to see firsthand where and how South African 
Soldiers hone their skills.

“All the other countries have techniques that we can ben-
efit from,” said U.S. Army Capt. Craig Arnold, commander of 
Charlie Co.

“Going to the South African airborne school and seeing 
how they train their soldiers was impressive,” said Doherty. 
“They have a very impressive facility and a very profes-
sional organization.”

Through their joint practice and knowledge exchange, the 
units achieved the central goal of SA 13, he said.

“We’re both here to learn,” said U.S. Army Maj. Chuck 
Slagle, executive officer of 2nd Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Infantry Division, from Fort Riley, Kan. “The South 
Africans have a lot of experience and really we’re just shar-
ing. We’re improving each other through this exercise.”

“It’s interesting to learn their skills and they can learn 
ours,” said South African Army Pvt. Chad Pullen, 2nd Field 
Engineering Regiment.

“It’s been a good experience being in South Africa,” said 
U.S. Army Spc. James S. Blank, a rigger with 11th Quarter-
master Company from Fort Bragg, N.C. “They’ve been very 
hospitable.”

Jumpmaster, U.S. Army Capt. Craig D. Arnold, commander of Company C, 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C., looks out the window of a C-130J aircraft to prepare for a partnership jump over the Mimosa 
Flat Drop Zone, South Africa, July 23.
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La Fraglia 
Story and photos by Laura Kreider

    USAG Vicenza PAO

Elvis tribute performer Kevin Boucher (left) entertains guests at the La 
Fraglia end-of-year celebration Aug. 1 in Bertesina. Youngsters (opposite 
page) take aim at the dunk tank, one of several fun activities held during 
the annual event.



Americans meet the 
neighbors at annual 
year-end event

More than a dozen members of 
the USAG Vicenza Better Op-

portunities for Single Soldiers and 
volunteers from Vicenza Military 
Community made the short trip 
down the road to support friends and 
neighbors at the annual end of year 
celebration at La Fraglia Aug. 1.

La Fraglia is an educational and 
rehabilitation center established in 
1991 that provides a variety of sup-
port programs for children and adults 
with disabilities.

Planning for the annual event began 
in June and included a barbecue, rec-
reational activities, a musical perfor-
mance and the participation of more 
than 250 people.

“It was wonderful,” said Chuck Walls, 
acting USAG Vicenza commander. “It 
has passed my expectations to see 
so many single Soldiers out there to 
support the La Fraglia event. “

Giovanni Rigno, the facility asso-
ciation’s president , said “Here at La 
Fraglia we have currently 50 mem-
bers and 25 assistants. We repeat this 
event every year at the end of our 
annual program. We are so happy 
to have our American friends, our 
neighbors here again and we are re-
ally thankful for their helpfulness and 
cooperation.”

This year’s celebration was the third 
time BOSS and community members 
participated.

“This year we prepared more than 
450 servings of meat including both 
hot dogs and hamburgers,” said 
Staff Sgt. Anthony Williams, USAG 
Vicenza BOSS president. But the 
barbecue was only one highlight of 
the evening.

Children and adults enjoyed the 
dunk tank Soldiers brought to the La 
Fraglia celebration.

Pfc. Bella Dick of the Vicenza Dental 
Clinic was first to wind up sitting in 

Cool get-together on a hot night

the dunk tank.
“I came here tonight to volunteer 

with BOSS. I wanted to give back to 
the community that I live in and get 
to know the locals,” she said.

After members of the Caserma 
Ederle Fire Department had filled the 
tank, Dick was asked to check if the 
water was OK.
“I went up and they pushed me in 

and the kids got so happy I didn’t 
want to get back out, so I stayed 
in. This is my first experience and I 
love the idea of getting together. 
I think it would be cool if we did it 
more often. The people here are 
very friendly,” she said, drying off 
with a towel.

Coming back year after year
“This is the third year I am coming 

and every year the event is getting 
better and better,” said longtime 
volunteer Davide Ghiotto. “There is 
music, good food, but especially a 
lot of fun and smiles and this is very 
important for La Fraglia members.”

One source of the smiles and good 
vibes was an Italian band that per-
formed several songs before intro-
ducing special guest Kevin Boucher, 
also known as “Elvis,” who has come 
to be a repeat attraction at La Fraglia 
celebrations.
“A few years ago I was invited to 

come out here and do my Elvis 
Tribute for the fantastic folks at 
La Fraglia,” said Boucher. “I can’t 

believe they came and asked me 
again if I would do it this year. I 
couldn’t say no. It is such a privilege 
to be able to come out here and do 
something for them. I hope they 
enjoyed it and I would love to come 
back out and do it for them again,” 
he said as he posed for pictures 
with his fans.

“This year again we renew the 
friendship between members from 
the American and the Italian com-
munity,” said La Fraglia educator 
Damiano Nonato. “More than 250 
people gathered here to listen to 
some music, eat the tasteful special-
ties offered by BOSS and cooked on 
one of the hottest days of the sum-
mer, and to share and talk about our 
life experiences. 

“For our members this event is a 
very important get-together. Our 
participants after the first moment 
of shyness look forward to becoming 
friends and like to show their friend-
ship through their smiles and hugs.

“Sharing moments like this is impor-
tant for all of us, families and volun-
teers, and we would like to continue 
to share them during other occasions 
throughout the year. Come and visit 
whenever you can, we will always be 
happy to see you and we will com-
municate our thankfulness, forever,” 
he said.

“Definitely, we look forward to con-
tinuing this strong relationship with 
La Fraglia members and their fami-
lies,” said Walls. 
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What is your favorite weekend 
getaway so far this summer?

Speak Out

Cristina Tolaini 
Public Works Office 

“For sure it was camping with my daughter at 
Punta Ala, Cala Civette.”

Antonella Donatelli
AAFES

“My favorite getaway weekend for the moment 
is home on Sunday since I work every day 

including Saturday.”

Omari Morton 
Vacationing from Wiesbaden, Germany

“My long Italian vacation to Rome, Capri, 
Naples and the American Beach in Tirrenia.”

Photo by Chiara Mattirolo

Martin takes command of 731st
Maj. Stephen Clark relinquished command of the 731st Munitions Squadron 
to Maj. Tracie Martin in a ceremony at Camp Darby Aug. 1. Col. Fredrick 
Plaumann, Commander, 31st Maintenance Group, 31st Fighter Wing, Aviano 
Air Base, led the ceremony. Martin’s previous assignment was as a Nuclear 
Weapons Program Element Monitor with the Global Power Programs in the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, Acquisition, Headquarters, 
U.S. Air Force, Washington D.C. Martin earned her commission in 2001 
through Officer Training School at Maxwell AFB, Ala.

The Outlook
accepts submissions

Email news briefs by noon Thursday of week before publication to 

editor@eur.amy.mil
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Two DMC BOSS travelers pose for a photo in 
front of Antoni Gaudí’s world famous Sagrada 
Familia basilica, which is still under construc-
tion, in Barcelona. The group (opposite) view 
the sights with the help of a tour guide during 
the summer weekend trip July 25-28. 

Camp Darby BOSS
travels to Barcelona

Story and photos by 
Amy Drummond

    Special to The Outlook
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Getting away for the weekend can 
be great for single Soldiers and 

Airmen, especially if you move in a 
group and make new friends.

More than 30 members of the Darby 
Military Community Better Opportu-
nity for Single Soldiers program did 
just that July 25-28 when they trav-
eled to Barcelona, Spain, to see the 
world from a slightly different per-
spective. Of the 32 BOSS members, 22 
were Airmen and 10 were Soldiers. 

The travelers arrived in Barcelona 
in the evening, just in time to experi-
ence the nightlife of the second larg-
est city in Spain, and one of the most 
architecturally interesting in Europe. 

“My favorite thing of all was the 
nightlife and the clubs,” said Pat-
ric Hoffman. “There were so many 
people out late.” 

Several Airmen and Soldiers said 

they had been thinking about travel-
ing to Barcelona for a while. 

“I was thinking of planning a trip to 
Spain, but when this BOSS trip came 
up, I jumped on it,” said Addarrel 
Stokes.

On their first full day in Barcelona, 
the group enjoyed a three-hour 
tour of famous sites and landmarks, 
including the world famous architec-
tural treasures of Barcelona.

“It was nice having the guided tour 
because you don’t have to worry 
about finding destinations,” said 
Declan Blackman. “It was nice to have 
a big group and not having to worry 
about transportation.”

After the tour, the Camp Darby crew 
were given free reign of the city, so 
long as they were ready to leave 
Sunday morning. Quite a few claimed 
they didn’t want to leave, and en-
joyed sharing their stories of sightsee-
ing, picture taking, beaches visited, 
and people, food and fun.

Great way to see the sights
 “BOSS trips are a great opportunity 

for single Soldiers and I will encour-
age my Soldiers to go on future trips,” 
said Stokes. “It is a good opportunity 
to go out with friends and people I’ve 
seen around work to see new things, 
and nice to go out with a group.”

Trips can be expensive to put to-
gether, and BOSS helps Airmen and 
Soldiers find an affordable way to see 
a bit of Europe, said MWR BOSS ad-
viser Jimmy Roddy. BOSS adventures 
are in part subsidized by fundraisers 
the organization puts on throughout 
the year, he said.

The Darby Military Community BOSS 
Council organizes the trips and man-
ages the contracts involved so the 
Soldiers and Airmen don’t have to. 
Service members decide where to go 
and what to do.

“BOSS has trips, or if not a trip then 
some sort of event, every month,” 
said Christina Bergeron, BOSS vice 
president. “We pick the locations by 
asking the service members where 
they want to go, or if it was a good 
trip last year we do it again.” 

The DMC BOSS program is unique 
from other installations in that it is 
not only for Soldiers; Airmen and 
“geographic bachelors” are welcome 
to join in, said Roddy.

Single service members who would 
like to find out more about the DMC 
BOSS program, and community 
members who would like to reach out 
to single service members, can call 
Roddy at 633-7438 or 050-54-7438.

The next BOSS trip is scheduled for 
Sept. 27-28 to Oktoberfest in Munich.



Outdoor cinema in Schio
Watch movies under the stars in Schio every 
Wednesday through Aug. 25. The outdoor cin-
ema begins at 9 p.m. at the Anfiteatro Palazzo 
Toaldi Cagra in Schio. 

The Jaquard Garden in Schio
The Jaquard Garden, located at Via Pasubio 150 
in Schio, about 30 km. northwest of Vicenza, 

Veneto

Event listings are as reported at press 
time.  Details are subject to change 

without notice.  Check before you go. 

is open to the public at no charge Aug. 4 and 
every first Sunday of the month through Oc-
tober from 3:30-7 p.m. The garden is an exotic 
fantastic dating from the mid-19th century with 
artificial grottoes, cliffs, rustic stairways and 
statuary in the form characters from fables. The 
garden adjoins the elegant façade of the Jac-
quard Theatre, built in 1869, embellished with 
terra cotta medallions of famous personalities 
from Schio’s past.

Il Burchiello
This summer, take a mini cruise down the Brenta 
Riviera and see Venetian villas from Padova to 
Venice. Details and fees are on the web in Eng-
lish at http://www.ilburchiello.it/en/ 

Manet ~ Return to Venice
At  the Palazzo Ducale in Piazza San Marco, 
Venice, through Aug. 18. The exhibit focuses 
on Edouard Manet, the great forerunner of Im-
pressionism and a pioneer of the modern era 
in Western painting. Open Sunday to Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets are €13; €11 for children. 
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Ferragosto, or Assumption Day, which falls on 
Thursday, Aug. 15, is one of the most important 
Catholic holidays celebrated across Italy. Its great 
sanctity and widespread observance are due to 
it being the day on which Our Lady, the Virgin 
Mary, was Assunta in Cielo: in other words, trans-
ported directly to heaven. It is generally known 
across Europe and around the world as Assump-
tion Day. As is the case with many other Christian 
holidays in Italy, Ferragosto has pagan origins, in 
this case dating back to the year 18 B.C., when 
the Roman Emperor Augustus declared that the 
entire month of August would be dedicated to 
the Feriae Augusti, a series of festivals and cel-
ebrations. And while observations have evolved 
over the centuries, still today Italians like to take 
some of their Ferie during the month of August 
as holiday and leisure time. Many Italians head 
to the beach or the mountains, so there’s likely 
to be lots of traffic along the coast and other 
highways leading to popular destinations. Public 
offices and stores are generally closed. Many 
towns and resorts celebrate their local festivals 
and conclude the holiday with fireworks.

Ferragosto
Il Burchiello river cruises along the Brenta 
River highlight area architecture and cuisine.

Courtesy photo



Tuscany

Fiera di San Casciano 
From the Middle Ages until modern times, the 
Fair of San Casciano was a major commercial 
and cultural magnet for the rural inhabitants 
of Tuscany and continues today as a genuine 
celebration of contemporary Tuscan cultural 
heritage. This year the fair begins Aug. 9 with 
live musical entertainment. The morning of Aug. 
13 features a display of antique tractors, farm 
animals, tools of the agricultural world and a 
chance to cross the Arno River from San Cas-
ciano Terme to Uliveto Terme in a rowboat. That 
evening will cap the gathering with fireworks on 
the banks of the river. 

The Square under the Moonlight
The Leaning Tower and nearby Monumental 
Cemetery in Pisa are presently open on summer 
nights, making it possible for visitors to view 
the architectural treasures of the Square from 
a unique perspective. From now until Sept. 1 
these attractions are open seven nights a week 
from 8-10 p.m. Tickets are €18 for entry to the 
Leaning Tower and the Monumental Cemetery 
with its painstakingly restored medieval fres-
coes; €5 for entry to the cemetery alone. Last 
entry is at 9:30 p.m. each night.

Artisti per Autistici — Artists for Autism
La Polveriera, a local association providing artists 
with workspace, will host a charity exhibition on 
its premises in Pietrasanta through Aug. 10 for 
the benefit of the Dalia Center, a non-profit chil-

dren’s mental healthcare organization. The exhibit features 
a silent auction of art by mentally challenged and autistic 
students of the Devereux Foundation in New York. La Pol-

veriera is located at Via Sant’Agostino 
53, Pietrasanta (LU), and is open 
Monday to Friday from 1-5 p.m. Call 
347-993-8651 for information or email 
info@lapolveriera.org 

Volterra  A.D. 1398
Every year in August, the beautiful 
Tuscan hilltop town of Volterra reverts 
to the Middle Ages for the Volterra 
A.D. 1398 medieval festival. The 
entire town dresses in costume and 
medieval trades, professions, music 
and food are on display everywhere. 
You can even rent a costume for the 
day, exchange your everyday euros 
for some grossi (medieval coins) and 
have a good time spending them. In 
a country that has some of the great-
est costume festivals in the world, the 
Volterra festival is widely recognized 
as one of the best. This year’s edition 
takes place from Sunday to Sunday, 

Aug. 18-25. Entrance is around €10 for adults, €5 for under 
18 and over 60, free for children under 10. Don’t miss it.

Puccini Festival
Through Aug. 24 in Torre del Lago near Viareggio. This 
year’s program features Tosca, Turandot and Rigoletto. The 
full schedule and details are online.

Palio di Siena 
The Palio of Siena is a living tradition of the city linked to 
the life of the Sienese over time and in its various aspects 
and feelings, and still bears the marks of rules established 
in 1644, the year in which the first race with horses was 
held. This year’s second Palio will be held Aug. 16 begin-
ning at 7:45 p.m. in the beautiful Piazza del Campo. The 
city is divided into 17 quarters, the boundaries of which 
date back to 1729, which compete against one another for 
victory. The Palio is an historic event, not to be missed. 

Area markets
Lucca, about 50 km. north of Pisa, holds its monthly an-
tique market Aug. 18 and the third Sunday of every month.
Livorno conducts its main market every Friday in the Via 
dei Pensieri, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Livorno Cen-
tral Market is open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. with 
a lunch break from 1:30-3:30 p.m. The fruit and vegetable 
section of the market closes at 1:30 p.m.
In Pisa, the historic Piazza delle Vettovaglie in Pisa offers a 
daily food market just a block from Borgo Stretto, the main 
pedestrian shopping street. Hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. daily.
The town of Tirrenia conducts its summer market on 
Tuesdays until the last Sunday in September from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Piazza dei Fiori.
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Register for school
All incoming and returning DoDDS-
Europe students must register for 
the school year that begins Aug. 26. 
Stop in to any school office for details 
and assistance with registration, bus 
transportation arrangements, athletic 
physicals and the like. 

School sports physicals
The U.S. Army Health Center will be 
doing school and sports physicals for 
children without any chronic condi-
tions Aug. 14, 21, 28. To make an ap-
pointment, call 0444-61-9000.

Housing Office closure
 Due to the Ferragosto holiday Aug. 
15 and furlough and Italian rest day 
on Aug. 16, the Housing Office will 
be closed both days. On-call, 24-hour 
emergency service will be avail-
able for power loss, water and gas 
leaks, lockouts and other bona fide 
emergency by calling the Garrison 
Installation Operations Center at 634-
7867 or 0444-71-7867. This applies 
to Villaggio housing, government-
leased quarters and private rental 
housing. House viewings will still 
take place both days with housing 
taxi-interpreter services, but appoint-
ments must be made prior before 
the closure. Customers who need to 
terminate housing on Aug. 16 or are 
leaving that weekend and need tem-
porary lodging allowance approval 
should contact the Housing Office 
before Aug. 15. Call 637-7950/7951 or 
0444-61-7950/7951 for assistance.

CTC Term 1 Class Schedule
Registration for Central Texas Col-
lege’s Term is under way and includes 
two 3-credit face-to-face Criminal 
Justice classes. Introduction to 
Criminal Justice will meet at the Del 

Din Education Center Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6-9 p.m. beginning 
Aug. 27. Criminal Investigation will 
meet at the Caserma Ederle Educa-
tion Center Monday and Wednesday 
from 5:30-8:45 p.m. starting Aug. 16. 
Online classes begin Aug. 26. For 
information and assistance call 634-
6514, email vicenza@europe.ctcd.edu 
or stop in to the CTC in Room 6 at the 
Caserma Ederle Education Center. 

Mosquito spraying dates set
Mosquito spraying with ULV fogger 
is scheduled for the Villaggio hous-
ing area Aug. 21 from 7-9 p.m. and 
for Caserma Ederle Aug. 23 from 4-7 
a.m., weather permitting. Residents 
are advised to not walk the streets 

Community news briefs

during spraying and for an hour after. 
In case of rain, spraying will take 
place the following day. Call 634-
8218/8888. 

Bicycle Rodeo
The USO and American Red Cross are 
teaming up for bicycle safety Aug. 16 
at the Villaggio Middle School park-
ing lot from 9-11 a.m. This free event 
is for children to learn to properly fit 
safety equipment, use hand signals 
and street safety. Bring a helmet 
and bicycle; eyewear, knee pads and 
elbow pads are optional. A parent or 
guardian must be present. Email chris-
tina.davis@redcross.org for more.

Pool hours to change Aug. 10
New community pool hours go into 

Visit the VMC community 
calendar for the latest event 

details and updates at 

www.usag.vicenza.army.mil
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Robert Clarke, DPW director
Meet Robert Clarke, the USAG Vicenza’s new director of Public Works. Clarke 
arrived in Vicenza around six weeks ago from Wiesbaden, Germany, where he 
had worked for three years.  Clarke is a retired Navy civil engineer, who worked 
in Sicily with his previous job. Clarke studied Italian at the Defense Language 
School and his wife has been previously stationed in Naples with the Navy. 
Clarke said he is very excited about being back in Italy and working with the 
DPW employees. “I think we have a great team here and I feel extremely for-
tunate to join such a great garrison,” Clarke said. “We have faced many chal-
lenges with this long, hot summer and I’m looking forward to working with our 
new customers.” You can find Clarke in Building 12 on Caserma Ederle or reach 
him at 634-7606 and by email at robert.s.clarke.civ@mail.mil
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	        Ederle Theater
Aug. 8   	 7 p.m.    After Earth (PG-13) 	
Aug. 9  	 7 p.m.    Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters in 3D (PG) *	
                       10 p.m.    2 Guns (R) *	
Aug. 10          3 p.m.    Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters in 3D (PG) *	
                    	 6 p.m.    2 Guns (R) *	
Aug. 11   	 3 p.m.    Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters in 3D (PG) *	
                    	 6 p.m.    2 Guns (R) *	
Aug. 14   	 7 p.m.    The Internship (PG-13)

At the movies
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effect Aug. 10 through Sept. 2.
Del Din Pool 
PT swim: Monday through Friday, 
6:30-9 a.m.
Labor Day, Sept. 2: Closed 
Ederle Post Pool 
PT swim: Tuesday through Friday, 
6-8:30 a.m. 
Open swim: Tuesday through Friday, 
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; closed Sunday and 
Monday
Training holidays (Aug. 12 and Aug. 
30): 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Labor Day, Sept. 2: Closed 
Villaggio Outdoor Pool 
Monday through Friday: 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

The Outlook
accepts submissions

Email news briefs by noon Thursday 
of week before publication to 

editor@eur.amy.mil

Labor Day, Sept. 2: Open 
The Del Din and Ederle Pools return 
to normal hours Sept. 3.

Check your LES
The Defense Civilian Payroll Sys-
tem Support office in Wiesbaden, 
Germany, reports that they are 
currently having an issue with 
historical year to date (YTD) data as 
it appears on Leave and Earnings 
Statements. DCPS is erroneously 
refunding a large number of em-
ployee Roth and Regular Thrift Sav-
ing Plan contributions. The Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service-
Indiana is currently working the 
issue. Call 337-3123 or 0049-0611-
705-3123 for assistance.

Purdue basketball team visit
Vicenza youth and their parents can 
find out about pursuing a future 
in college sports when the Indi-
ana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis basketball team visits 
Caserma Ederle Aug. 12. Coaches 
Todd Howard and Claudio Chase 
will be at the Ederle Fitness Center 
at 3 p.m. to discuss matters of youth, 

sports and health. All are welcome to 
attend. Court action gets under way 
that evening at 7 p.m. at the Dueville 
Sports Arena when an Ederle youth 
team will take on an Italian team, and 
the IU-PB team square off against the 
All Stars of Palladio Vicenza at 9 p.m. 
Tickets are €5. Call 634-7009.

Gear up for flag football
USAG-Vicenza Unit/Recreational 
flag football sign-ups are ongoing 
through Aug. 31 at both the Del Din 
and Caserma Ederle Fitness Centers. 
A coaches meeting will be held Aug. 
14 at 6 p.m. in the Ederle Fitness Cen-
ter Conference Room. Community 
play continues for boxing, racquet-
ball, basketball, rugby, soccer and 
tennis. Stop by the gym for times and 
locations.

Women’s Equality Day Celebration
The Vicenza EO Team invites one and 
all to join the Women’s Equality Day 
Celebration Aug. 26 beginning with a 
march at 1 p.m. from the Post Theater 
to the Soldiers’ Theatre, and a cer-
emony beginning at 1:30 p.m. All are 
welcome. Call 634-7093 or 634-6061. 

Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters
Logan Lerman plays the title role and Alexandra Daddario 
is Annabeth in this film adaption of the popular Rick Riordan 
young adult novel. In order to save Camp Half Blood and restore 
their endangered safe haven, the son of Poseidon and his friends 
embark on a quest to the Sea of Monsters to find the mythical 
Golden Fleece, while trying to stop an ancient evil from rising. 
Also stars Douglas Smith as Percy’s half-brother, Tyson.

Admission:  3D first run (*), adult, $8, under 12, $5.25; 3D second 
run, adult $7.50, under 12, $5; first run (*), adult, $6, under 12, 

$3.25; second run, adult $5.50, under 12, $3. 
The Ederle box office opens 30 minutes prior to show. 

View MOVIE TRAILERS and more online at 
http://www.shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/ 

reeltime-landing.htm
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Story and photos by Greg Veazey
Special to The Outlook

While American-based baseball and softball teams in 
Germany get to participate in Little League playoffs 

for a berth in stateside World Series tournaments, it’s a 
bit different south of the Alps.

One American high school player from Vicenza was 
recently selected to play for the Veneto region’s All-Star 
team in the Italian equivalent of championship play, the 
Torneo delle Regioni, or Tournament of Regions. 

Louis Veazey, Vicenza High School freshman pitcher and 
shortstop, played as a starter in the Italy-wide tourna-
ment in Nettuno, Italy, at the end of June. Winners from 
the regional competition proceed to compete for a 
European-African-Middle East championship on the path 
to a potential berth in Junior Little League tournament 
play in Michigan.

Veazey got off to a nervous start, being the only Ameri-
can on a team of 14 made up of players from throughout 
Veneto region. He was unsure about communicating 
with his new teammates across the language barrier, but 
baseball has a language of its own. By the time they got 
off the bus in Nettuno and broke the ice socializing, his 

VHS slugger scores in Italian youth baseball

VHS freshman Louis Veazey (top, right) relaxes with his Allievi 
Veneto teammates between games of the Torneo delle Regioni in 
Nettuno in late June, and waits for the pitch during an at bat.

26	 THE OUTLOOK          Aug. 8, 2013



worries were gone. 
Nettuno is known as the Home of 

Italian Baseball, and signs testifying 
to the fact can be seen all over the 
city. There are at least six baseball 
fields scattered around town, includ-
ing the home field of Danesi Nettuno, 
one of the IBL (Italian major league) 
teams. 

The connection between the 
townspeople and America’s national 
pastime has its roots in World War II, 
when American Soldiers came ashore 
at Nettuno and nearby Anzio at the 
end of January 1944 in the Allied as-
sault known as Operation Shingle. 

The GIs of the day taught their new 
Italian friends the sport of baseball 
as they built various bases around 
Nettuno and the Sicily-Rome Ameri-
can Cemetery and Memorial, the 
final resting place of more than 7,800 
Americans who lost their lives freeing 
Italy from dictatorship. The cemetery 
and memorial is a beautiful site to 
visit and honor their memory, a rec-
ommended stop if you’re not watch-
ing baseball.

Meanwhile, Veazey played a good 
tournament, batting .333 (fourth best 
on his team) and scoring 4 of their 
39 runs over four days of play. The 
Veneto squad finished fifth out of 10 
teams in their division, being elimi-
nated by the Emilia-Romagna squad 
which went on to win the tourna-
ment.

Wait till next season
The coach from Treviso was so 

impressed with the Veneto team that 
he plans to start practicing with the 
nine returning players so they can do 
even better next year. Veazey, who 
also plays with the Vicenza area Pal-
ladio baseball team, may be one of 
his starters.

The Palladio team practice all year 
long and will take part in three-day, 
Vicenza-sponsored, under-17 tourna-
ment beginning Aug. 16.

The American community is warmly 
welcome to come out, watch and 
support. Vicenza high school age 
baseball and softball players inter-
ested in the possibility of playing are 
free to contact the writer for informa-
tion at veazeyg@yahoo.com
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NCAA basketball teams (both men and women) will 
be on pre-season tour this month in the Vicenza and 

Padua area presenting an opportunity to see these col-
legiate athletes in action. 

Tour dates include:
Rhode Island Rams vs. All Star Team men: Aug. 8 at 

8:30 p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)
Kansas State Wildcats vs. Fortitudo Rosa Bologna 

women: Aug. 12 at 8:30 p.m. at Palaberta - Montegrotto 
Terme (Padova)

Arkansas Razorbacks vs. All Star Team women: Aug. 
13 at 8:30 p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)

Dayton Flyers vs. All Star Team women: Aug. 14 at 6 
p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)

Clemson Tigers vs. All Star team men: Aug. 14 at 8:30 
p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)

St. Joseph Hawks vs. All Star team men: Aug. 17 at 
8:30 p.m. at Palaberta – Montegrotto Terme

St. Joseph Hawks vs. All Star team men: Aug. 18 at 
8:30 p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)

Loyola Rambers vs. As Vicenza women: Aug. 19 at 
8:30 p.m. at Palazzetto (Vicenza)

Loyola Rambers vs. Chemcats Chemnitz women: Aug. 
21 at 6 p.m. at Palazzetto di Riva Del Garda

Stamford Cardinals vs. Fila S. Martino Di Lupari wom-
en: Sept. 3 at 8:30 p.m. at Palazzetto – Riva Del Garda 

Locations: Palazzetto Dello Sport Vicenza, via Goldoni 
32, 36100 Vicenza

Palaberta, via Lachina 1, Montegrotto Terme 35036 (PD)

August basketball madness in Vicenza

Palazzetto di Riva Del Garda, Riva Del Garda 38066 (TN)
Palazzetto Dello Sport, Via Leonardo Da Vinci 7/bis, 

35018 San Martino Di Lupari (PD)
Children under 12 enter free. Information is online at 

www.vicenzancaatour.com
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Married outside the Church?  
Catholics who married in a differ-
ent Protestant church or in the town 
halls by a justice of the peace, are not 
married in the eyes of the Catholic 
Church. In order to regain privileges 
associated with the Church, such 
marriages must be convalidated in 
the Catholic Church. If it is the first 
marriage for both parties, the con-
validation process is simple. For more 
information contact Fr. Fleury.

Vacation Bible School
Save the dates Aug. 12-16 for the an-
nual Vacation Bible School in Vicenza. 
Children will meet at Vicenza Elemen-
tary School from 8:30 a.m. to noon 
daily. Learn more about it on 
www.facebook.com/VicenzaVB-
S2013KingdomRocks. Parent and teen 
volunteers are needed, encouraged 
and welcome to join in. Sign up at 
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/
VicenzaVBS2013.

VMC faith group contacts
Bahá’í Faith: Call Russell Menard at 

Religious Activities
Chaplain Crisis Line 

To speak with a chaplain after hours, 
call 634-KARE (634-5273)

Vicenza
Sunday services

9 a.m.: Mass, Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation following Mass or during duty 
hours
11 a.m.: Protestant worship
1:30 p.m.: Full Gospel Pentecostal 
worship 
5 p.m.: Contemporary Christian 
service 

Tuesday
9 a.m.: Protestant Women of the Cha-
pel
5 p.m.: Contemporary Praise band 
practice

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.: PWOC Bible study. Dinner 
provided; no child care
5:30 p.m.: Catholic choir practice
6:45 p.m.: Gospel choir practice

Thursday
9:30 a.m.: St. Mark’s Catholic Women
5:30 p.m.: Gospel choir rehearsal
7:15 p.m.: Gospel service Bible study

389-133-4627 or Giacomo Baravalle 
at 348-603-2283

Church of Christ: Call CW2 Michael 
Bickle at 345-469-9974 or 0444-335-
135 or email vicenzaitalychurchof-
christ@gmail.com
Islamic: Call 634-7519  or 0444-71-
7519
Jewish: Call 345-907-2108
Latter Day Saints: Sunday services, 
1:30 p.m. in Vicenza. Call Bob Shake-
speare at 389-268-5605 or email 
drbob143@gmail.com. 
Trinity Church Vicenza:  An Inter-
national Presbyterian Church (IPC) 
congregation. Call Pastor Rinn at 
328-473-2949 or email trinitychurch-
vicenza@gmail.com. 
Vicenza Hospitality House:  A good 
place for anyone - single Soldiers, 
men, women and couples to enjoy 
food, fun and fellowship.  
Tuesday: Dinner at 6:30 p.m. with 
PMOC Bible Study and Women’s 
study following at  7:30. 
Friday: Potluck Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
with Walk in the Word following. 
Call if you need transportation. For 
more information call 0444-581-427. 

Call 634-7519 or 0444-71-7519 
for info on Chapel acitivities

Camp Darby
Sunday services

11:15 a.m.: Protestant worship and 
children’s service
Catholic Mass: please call the Chapel 
at 633-7267 to confirm times as it 
changes depending on which priest 
is conducting mass.

Tuesday
9:30 a.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.: Protestant Women of the 
Chapel
5:15 p.m.: Protestant Men of the 
Chapel
6:15 p.m.: Choir practice

For DMC activities call 633-7267.
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